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After hearing from Agawam 
residents and business owners 
opposed to a proposed shift that 
would raise taxes on commercial 





property, the City Council voted 
this week to make no changes in 
the current tax shift. 

Property tax rates are expected 
to rise 30 cents per $1,000 assessed 
value for homeowners, and 35 
cents for owners of commercial, 


industrial and private property, 
from 2017 to 2018. The new rates, 
according to Town Assessor Sam- 
uel Konieczny, will be $16.61 and 
$31.47, respectively. Agawam has 
long charged separate rates for 
residential and commercial prop- 


Revels with a Claus 








Santa Claus tries to get the attention of Harper Monasterski, 15 months, 
during the Agawam Junior Women’s Club’s “Sundaes and Stories with San- 
ta and Mrs. Claus” last weekend. More photos, page 8. 
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erties. The council vote on Dec. 4 
could not change the amount of 
money to be raised, which is high- 
er than last year; it could only shift 
the burden among the different 
classes of property. 

Konieczny and Mayor Richard 





Wearing a festive red and green hat, Agawam seven-year-old Owen Hernandez ea- 
gerly devours his sundae. TURLEY PUBLICATIONS PHOTOS BY MIKE LYDICK 
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Perry Lane ‘tot lot’ 
is ready, Page 16 
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Council hears business’ pleas on taxes 








Cohen had proposed increasing 
the gap between the two rates, 
providing a gentler increase in 
the residential rate — up to only 
$16.41 — and a sharper hike in 


Pro team 
back at 
AHS for 


4 games 


By Peter Spotts 
aan@turley.com 





The Springfield Sting are 
picking up where they left off 
last year and returning to the 
Agawam High School gym for 
the 2017-18 season. 

The Sting played two play- 
offs games at Agawam after 
playing their regular-season 
games at the Basketball Hall 
of Fame. This year, they will 
play four of their seven home 
dates at AHS. Sting owner 
Zach Baru is excited to be 
bringing the team back to the 
town he grew up in. 

“We wanted to offer fans 
that were not living in Spring- 
field an option to see a game. 
We have a lot of fans outside 
of Springfield that wish they 
could see a game closer to 
where they lived. I polled our 
fans to see where they lived 





Panel lights students’ career path F 


By Mike Lydick 
aan@turley.com 


“Be passionate about what 
you do and youll be a suc- 
cess, an Agawam business 
owner told about 200 AHS 
students last week at a new 
monthly program designed to 
expose students to a variety of 
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career paths. 

Frank Palange, owner of 
V&F Auto, was among eight 
panelists who shared their 
insights and experiences in 
manufacturing and the trade. 
It was the third in a series of 
10 monthly, hour-long panel 
discussions with six to eight 
professionals from one of 16 


413.786.7747 


e Fax: 413.786.8457 


career clusters. 

Turnout has been “phenom- 
enal; said Lisa Sheehan, who 
coordinates the high school's 
Career Center, with 200 to 300 
students attending the presen- 
tations that began in Septem- 
ber. The two previous presen- 
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Frank Palange, 
owner of V&F 
Auto in Agawam, 
gives some 
advice to senior 
Ezequiel Otero 
and his teacher, 
Jeremy Surreira, 
at a panel pre- 
sentation at Aga- 
wam High School 
last month. TURLEY 
PUBLICATIONS PHOTO 
BY MIKE LYDICK 





STATE LINE Depend on State Line for your comfort. 


PROPANE-OIL 


StateLinePropaneOil.com 
PROPANE: 413-998-0080 


Propane « Heating Oil e Fireplaces - Heating e Hot Water 
HVAC + Generators e Service Plans - 24-Hour Emergency Service 





5009514 Salmon Brook St., Granby, CT Lic. $1: 303179 è P1: 204150 e HOD: 737 e 478 [Eq 





IN THIS ISSUE 


Calendar 12 
Classifieds 14 
Crossword 6 
Legal Notices... 13 
Opinion 4 
Public Safety .....5 
Sports 9 
Youth 6 


16 PAGES 


DEATH NOTICES 


Barry, Marguerite M. 
Died Nov. 28 

Funeral Dec. 6 
Toomey-O’Brien Funeral Home 
West Springfield 


Cieboter, Theodore T. 
Died Nov. 27 

Funeral Dec. 1 
Curran-Jones Funeral Home 
Agawam 


Cosimini, Henry H. 

Died Dec. 2 

Funeral Mass. Dec. 8 

ot. John the Evangelist Church 
Agawam Funeral Home 


Grus, Edward J. 

Died Nov. 29 

Funeral Dec. 6 

Byron Keenan Funeral Home 
and Cremation Tribute Center 
Springfield 


Vergnani, Katherine M. 
Died Dec. 3 

Funeral Dec. 7 
Curran-Jones Funeral Home 
Agawam 


Agawam Advertiser News 


OBITUARY 
POLICY 








Turley Publications 
offers two types of 
obituaries. 


One is a free, brief 
Death Notice listing 
the name of deceased, 
date of death and 
funeral date and place. 


The other is a Paid 
Obituary, costing 
$75, which allows 
families to publish 
extended death notice 
information of their 
own choice and may 


include a photograph. 
Death Notices & 
Paid Obituaries 
should be 
submitted through a 


funeral home to: 
obits @turley.com. 


Exceptions will be made 
only when the family 
provides a death certificate 
and must be pre-paid. 
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Stormwater panel’s focus 
turns to public outreach 


By Michael J. Ballway 
mballway@turley.com 


Getting Agawam homeowners and 
businesses to accept an entirely new tax, 
or fee, will take a massive public relations 
effort, local leaders agreed last week. 

The towns Citizens Stormwater Adviso- 
ry Task Force turned its attention on Nov. 
29 to how it would sell Agawam residents 
on the need for a new utility fee to finance 
an additional million dollars in spending, 
annually, on maintenance, repair, environ- 
mental cleanup and permit compliance for 
the storm drain system in town. 

“Weve got to convince the people they 
need to make this investment, said City 
Councilor-elect Dino Mercadante, who 
is also a business owner in town. “If they 
cant see it, it ll be hard to convince them. 
... Theyre asking me to pay for some- 
thing I don't see as a problem. They dont 
want to be taxed any more.’ 

Rich Niles, a consultant with Amec 
Foster Wheeler of Chelmsford, Mass., has 
been helping the task force identify up- 
keep needs of the town-wide drainage sys- 
tem, which is separate from the sanitary 
sewers, as well as educating them about 
costs the town will incur under new fed- 
eral mandates. At previous meetings, the 
task force agreed it makes the most sense 
to fund the growth in the stormwater 
budget — from about $1.05 million today 
to about $2.04 million in fiscal 2023 — by 
charging a new utility fee to each proper- 
ty in town, based upon how much of the 
land is covered by an impervious surface, 
such as asphalt or a solid roof. In theory, 
this means the properties that place the 
highest burden on the stormwater system 
would be the ones that contribute the 
most to funding it. 

“It’s not a perfect system, but many 
people see it as a better system than 
charging based on property values,’ 
Niles said. 

Planning Board member Mario Te- 
deschi said it could be a hard sell to 
businesses, which tend to have more 
impervious surface — large parking lots, 
for example — but also already pay a 
property tax rate double the residential 
rate, while at the same time burdening 
certain big-ticket town expenses, such as 
schools, much less. 

“Fairness is the big question, Tedes- 
chi said. 

Finding a way to convince homeown- 
ers and businesses — including such var- 
ied land uses as professional offices, small 
retailers and large industrial sites — will 
be one of the task force's greatest chal- 
lenges in 2018, members agreed. 

For businesses in particular, one pos- 
itive side of the stormwater utility fee, 
as opposed to funding the stormwater 
through general tax revenues, is that it 
allows the town to issue credits to prop- 
erty owners who reduce their reliance on 
the system, Niles said. Cities that have 
already implemented a stormwater fee, 
such as Northampton or Portland, Maine, 
have given rebates to landowners who 


modify their property to reduce pollution 
in their stormwater runoff, or reduce the 
quantity of runoff from their property. 

Task force members last week gener- 
ally agreed with those priorities, with an 
emphasis on lower quantity rather than 
higher quality of water entering the sys- 
tem. Most members in attendance said 
they would agree to allowing a business 
to rebate as much as 50 percent of its fee 
by earning credits. 


$150M in the ground 

The town has to raise revenue not only 
to meet new Environmental Protection 
Agency water quality requirements but 
also to keep the current infrastructure in 
good working order. Niles said the town's 
storm drain system includes 3.2 miles 
of culverts, 121.5 miles of drainpipe, 512 
outfalls, 2,352 manholes and 4,757 catch- 
basins — much of which is decades old 
and has never been maintained. He said 
the American Water Works Association 
recommends that utility operators invest 
1-2 percent of the value of their assets 
in annual maintenance, and another 1-2 
percent on capital improvements. 

“We estimate theres approximately 
$150 million of assets in the ground, in 
terms of stormwater management, said 
Niles. That would mean more than $3 mil- 
lion per year in spending on repairs and 
replacements. 

Nile’ current suggested spending 
plan would increase the stormwater op- 
erations and management budget from 
$735,799 this year to $1.03 million in 
fiscal 2019, and eventually to $1.22 mil- 
lion in fiscal 2023. The budget for capital 
improvement projects and equipment 
would rise from $31,456 currently to 
$289,951 in fiscal 2020, and stay at that 
level for the next four years. 

Henry Kozloski, chairman of the 
towns Conservation Commission, said 
residents of some neighborhoods might 
be convinced to support an increased 
maintenance and capital budget if it 
meant the end of street flooding. But he 
questioned whether the budget proposed 
by Niles would have enough capital funds 
to address more than one street in the 
next five years. 

Mercadante said he is confident that 
voters will accept a stormwater fee if it is 
necessary. 

“As long as we tell the voters the truth,’ 
they will support a reasonable plan to pay 
for prudent expenses, Mercadante said. 
But the lobbying effort has to be “100 per- 
cent transparent.’ 

The Citizen Stormwater Advisory Task 
Force has been meeting on a monthly 
basis for the past half-year. The panel is 
made up of Department of Public Works 
employees, political leaders, business 
owners and residents in town. Meetings 
are open to all. 

The panel will not meet in December, 
and has not yet determined a meeting 
date for January. The task force also plans 
to hold public information sessions and 
hearings later in 2018. 
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CLOSING FOR THE SEASON NOVEMBER 23rd 


Fresh Baked Pies 


Order Early for the Holidays 3: 
Call 569-1700 or You Can Order Online ‘veo 


Drop-Off Still Open for Toy Drive 
NEW Unwrapped Toys for Boys & Girls 


Infants to 16 Years 


258 Feeding Hills Rd. 


Southwick 


GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE 
www.mooliciousfarm.com 





1. Call to order 

2. Moment of silence 

3. Roll call of attendance 

4. Regular meeting — 7 p.m. 
5. Citizen’s Speak Time 

6. Highlights on Education: 


Concert 
7, Superintendent's Notes 


9. Unfinished business: 


7 p.m. Tuesday, Dec. 12 
Roberta Doering School 
68 Main St., Agawam 


a. Phelps and Robinson Park schools Grade 4 Holiday 


8. Student Advisory Committee representative update 


a. SCR-17-26 — Approval of Title | Family Engage- 
ment Coordinator Job Description 


December 7, 2017 





The three wise men — from left, Scott Miltimore, Ted Dobek and 
Robert Rivers — participate in the Live Nativity at the Church of 
Redemption in 2014. FILE PHOTO BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI 


Church hosts Living 
Nativity this Saturday 


The Church of Redemption in Agawam will host its an- 
nual Living Nativity from 4 to 7 p.m. on Saturday, Dec. 9. All 
are invited to bring family and friends to a night filled with 
Christmas carols, hot cocoa, cookies and animals along- 
side the manger. 

The event is free of charge. For more information, call 
413-304-2313. The church is at 50 Maple St., Agawam. 


Credit union connecting 
needy kids with gifts 


Freedom Credit Union is partnering with the Depart- 
ment of Children and Families to provide gifts to children 
in need this holiday season. 

“Over the past nine years, the generosity of Freedom's 
members, employees and area residents have brightened 
the holidays for children throughout the Pioneer Valley, 
said Glenn Welch, the credit union's president and CEO. 
“This year we hope to bring even more smiles to local fam- 
ilies in need.’ 

Credit union branches, including 959 Springfield St., 
Feeding Hills, each have a tree filled with tags carrying a 
gift request from an area child. Anyone can select a tag 
from the tree, purchase the gift and bring it back to the 
branch, unwrapped, by Thursday, Dec. 21. 

In 2016, Freedom collected 500 toys for foster children 
in Franklin, Hampden and Hampshire counties. 


singing Christmas Tree 
ends this weekend 


Bethany Assembly of God in Agawam will present the 
second and final weekend of the Singing Christmas Tree 
Spectacular this Friday through Sunday. 

The multimedia production includes a 60-voice choir 
adorning a 25-foot tall Christmas tree, and an 18-piece or- 
chestra, along with dramatic re-enactments of the Nativity 
story. Presentations are Friday at 7 p.m., Saturday at 6 p.m. 
and Sunday at 3 and 6 p.m., on Dec. 8-10. All seats are free, 
with no individual reserved seating. 

Bethany Assembly of God is at the corner of Route 57 at 
Main Street in Agawam. For directions or more informa- 
tion, visit www.bethany-ag.org, call the church at 413-789- 
2930 or visit its Facebook page. 


SCHOOL COMMITTEE AGENDA 


10. Business meeting 

a. Routine matters 

1) Approval of minutes 

2) Calendar/Correspondence 

b. Warrants/Transfers 

c. Reports: 

1). Scheduled reports: 

* CTEC Equivalencies — Sabra Dickson 

2) Subcommittee updates 

11. New business: None 

12. Policy Review 

a. Policy JJH — Student Travel, 1st reading 

b. Policy KHC — Distribution of Notices and Flyers, 
1st reading 

13. Any other items that may legally come before the 
committee 

14, Adjournment 


SHARE YOUR NEWS TIPS -- CALL THE EDITOR AT 413-786-7747 


December 7,2017 I 


You Asked? 


AGAWAM ADVERTISER NEWS I 


Page 3 


Look at list before taking on a snake as pet 


Does Agawam/Feeding Hills have re- 
strictions on owning a snake as a pet? 
— Donna, on Facebook.com 


gawam, specifically? No, says 
Animal Control Officer Allison 
Strong. 

“We dont have any restrictions, said 
Strong, but “there are state laws, with cer- 
tain breeds of snakes.’ 

Reptile ownership is regulated by the 
Massachusetts Division of Fisheries and 
Wildlife, said Marion Larson, chief of in- 
formation and education at MassWild- 
life's Westborough office. Many smaller 


and harmless snakes, such as the milk 


snake and garter snake, are perfectly legal 
as pets statewide. So are most boas and 
pythons. Other species are not. 

“Any of the venomous ones, you cant 
have those, Larson said. 

Additionally, any snake — or any oth- 
er wild animal — on state or federal lists 
of “endangered, “threatened” or “special 





s Ci Wya 
The black rat aie is one of several ae 
that cannot legally be kept as pets in Massa- 


Chusetts. SUBMITTED PHOTO BY BILL BYRNE / MASS- 
WILDLIFE 


concern’ species cannot be kept as pets. 
Even some species that arent on those 
lists, but whose populations are in decline, 
are banned as a precaution. 

“Some of it also has to do with other 
forms of danger, Larson added. “Some of 
them are behavioral issues, or size issues. 
Anacondas get pretty big.’ 


Other species on the banned list in- 
clude the African rock python, reticulat- 
ed python, black rat snake and eastern 
hognose snake. More detail is at www. 
mass.gov/service-details/snakes-as-pets. 

Larson suggested that prospective 
snake owners consult a veterinarian to 
make sure they understand the respon- 
sibility, buy a captive-bred snake from 
a reputable dealer and never release 
non-native snakes into the wild. Mass- 
Wildlife, through its Belchertown office, 
sells two publications, the “Field Guide to 
Massachusetts Reptiles’ and “Field Guide 
to the Amphibians and Reptiles of Massa- 
chusetts, which offer more information. 


Written by Michael J. Ballway. “You 
Asked?” is an occasional series of short 
articles answering questions of local inter- 
est from Agawam Advertiser News readers 
and social media. See something around 
town youd like to know more about? Email 
your question to aan@turley.com. 


Library food drive this month to benefit Open Pantry 


A basket at 

the Agawam 
Public Library is 
collecting food for 
the Open Pantry. 
SUBMITTED PHOTO 





desk at the library. 
In 1975, 


The Agawam Public Library is 
collecting food to benefit the Open 
Pantry in Springfield through Dec. 
16. The following items are always 
in demand: tuna fish, rice, spaghetti 
sauce, peanut butter, kids’ snacks, 
canned pasta, meal helpers, baby 
food, noodles, canned vegetables 
and fruits. There is a basket for do- 
nations across from the circulation 


Open Pantry Com- 
munity Services was founded as 


a private, nonprofit organization 
in Springfield. It receives support 
from area faith communities and 
houses of worship, but the agency 
does not have or promote any re- 
ligious mission. The pantry serves 
needy families in several towns, 
including Agawam. To learn more 
about the Open Pantry, visit www. 
openpantry.orsg. 

For any questions regarding this 
food drive, call the Children’s Room 
at the library at 413-789-1550, ext. 3. 


Humason hires former police, housing officer as aide 


WESTFIELD — State Sen. Donald Hu- 
mason recently appointed a new schedul- 
er and constituent services aide. 

Michelle Moriarty started working for 
the senator on Oct. 10. In her new role, 
Moriarty will manage day-to-day schedule. 
She will also be working with Humason 
and his staff to answer and resolve constit- 
uent cases. 

“I was excited by the opportunity to 
join Senator Humason’s team, and I look 
forward to helping him serve the families 
he represents as best he can, Moriarty 
said of her new position. 

She joins the senator's staff with over 
20 years of public service experience. She 
served as a police officer in Northampton 
for eight and a half years. Most recently, 
she worked as a lease enforcement offi- 
cer for Northampton’s Housing Authority, 
working with residents, social service or- 


JUSTICE 


BONAVITA LAW OFFICE 


Attorney Anthony C. Bonavita 
1380 Main Street, Suite 410 
Springfield, MA 01103 


* Criminal Defense * Civil Litigation 
* Personal Injury * Divorce 


413-746-9800 


anthonybonavita @ hotmail.com 
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Michelle Moriarty stands with state Sen. Don- 
ald Humason. SUBMITTED PHOTO 


ganizations and state agencies. 
“Michelles experience and profes- 


The , 
JE Strain Family on 
EQUESTRIAN CENTER LLC 


sionalism will be a great asset to both me 
and the constituents of the 11 cities and 
towns I represent, said Humason, whose 
district includes Agawam. “Scheduling is 
one of the more time-intensive, fast-paced 
responsibilities in my office and Michelle 
has already proven she’s more than up to 
the task. I know she will do a great job’? 
Moriarty has raised three children in 
Holyoke with her husband Matt. A Holy- 
oke High School graduate, she studied at 
both Holyoke Community College and 
Westfield State University, earning a bach- 
elor’s degree in criminal justice. 
Humason, a Westfield Republican, can 
be reached at his district office at 64 Noble 
St., Westfield, MA 01085, or 413-568-1366; 
or his Beacon Hill office at State House, 
Room 313A, Boston, MA 02133, or 617- 
722-1415. His email address is Donald.Hu- 
mason@MASenate.gov. 


SIG 


20 Vining Hill Road, Southwick, MA 


www:strainfamilyequestrian.com 
Boarding ° Lessons ° Training ° Sales ° Leasing 
Riding Gift Certificates Make Great Stocking Stuffers 
(413) 569-5797 


Fi 


Captain 
Charles 
Leonard 
House 
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Merry Christmas! 


ANGELA'S HAIR SALON 


303A Springfield St., Agawam 
413-786-6988 


WALK-INS WELCOME 


Monday-Friday After 5pm $5 Eyebrow Wax 
MEN ¢ WOMEN e CHILDREN 


ALL HAIRCUTS $12 Eyebrow er 


(Free wash with every haircut) 


HIGHLIGHTS/COLOR $35+ $900 OFF? R $00 OFF 
MS $40+ 
Tuesday Veneer Discount $10.00 
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Final push for 
thoughts on 
recreation plan 


The town of Agawam is seeking input to 
guide the development of a Parks and Rec- 
reation Master Plan. 

Park and Recreation Director Christo- 
pher Sparks said this week that the online 
survey about community facility and pro- 
gram needs is in its final weeks. Residents 
are asked to visit Agawamparks.org for more 
information and to complete the survey. For 
more information or to comment about the 
planning effort, contact Sparks at 413-821- 
0514 or recreation@agawam.ma.us. 


Two volunteers 
sought to serve 
on zoning board 


Agawam City Council President James 
Cichetti has announced that effective 
immediately, there are openings for one 
regular position and one alternate posi- 
tion on the Agawam Zoning Board of Ap- 
peals. Interested residents should contact 
Barbara Bard in the City Council office at 
413-726-9716 or bbard@agawam.ma.us as 
soon as possible. 


Sacred Heart to 
host Bible study 
for Advent season 


Michael Guertin, a third order Francis- 
can who is currently the spiritual assistant 
for three fraternities in Massachusetts and 
Connecticut, will lead an Advent mission at 
Sacred Heart Parish Center, Thursday, Dec. 
14, from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. Guertin studied 
at the St. Hyacinth Seminary in Granby, 
Mass., and in the past decade has traveled 
back and forth to Africa to assist with the 
secular Franciscans. He also speaks across 
the country and has led many adult Bible 
studies. This will be the last presentation in 
the area as he will be relocating to another 
state to build his ministry. 

There will be a few Bibles available to 
use at the service, but those who have 
one are encouraged to bring it. There will 
be light refreshments time for fellowship. 
Free will donations will be accepted to help 
Guertin with his new ministry. 

All are welcome. For more information 
or to register, contact Pastoral Minister 
Deb Briancesco at 413-786-8200, ext. 3. 
The Parish Center is at 1061 Springfield St., 
Feeding Hills. 
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AGAWAM’S COMMUNITY HOUSE 


FAMILY & BUSINESS 


FUNCTIONS WELCOME 
Hall available - Reasonable rates 


780-9421 


CAPTAINLEONARDHOUSE.COM 


663 MAIN STREET 
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OUR VIEW 


Listen to 
11 others 


ne month after the election that 
() saw fully half of the City Council 

candidates go home disappoint- 
ed, many of the 11 “losers” have receded 
from public view and even those who 
continue to hold a lame-duck office are 
counting down the days until their re- 
turn to private life. 

Though they may not have com- 
manded a majority at the polls, however, 
their words can and should still lead us. 
The successful candidates of November 
2017 would do well to remember some 
of the campaign promises made by those 
who mustered fewer — though not zero! 
— votes. 

William Clark, for example, again 
built his campaign around the simple 
message of “pave the roads, fix the 
sidewalks.” Agawam’s political lead- 
ers need to keep hearing this message 
until they finally deliver for the town’s 
motoring, bicycling and walking in- 
frastructure — including sidewalks in 
such obvious locations as South Street 
near Clark School. 

Former Mayor Susan Dawson told us 
that if the town were to receive an ex- 
tra $200,000 in revenue, shed use some 
of that money to hire a grant writer. In 
an age of rampant federal spending and 
targeted philanthropy, any town that 
isnt actively seeking out these resources 
is leaving money on the table. Depart- 
ment heads already do some of this, but 
it’s worth discussing whether they need 
some help, both in finding grants and in 
the drudgework of filling out applica- 
tions and making proposals. 

There were some suggestions that 
wouldn't cost a penny. Ronald Wieners 
Jr. identified the dissension and disre- 
spect on the council itself as one of the 
biggest obstacles facing Agawam. The 
eight incumbents and three newcomers 
who take office next month will invari- 
ably split on some issues, but they have it 
in their power to make the next term one 
of fair debate, friendly disagreement and 
generous public-spiritedness. 

Several candidates weighed in with 
fresh ideas when asked what Agawam 
should do about the Early Childhood 
Center. Unsuccessful candidates Rich- 
ard Cohen, the current mayor, and 
Douglas Reed, the husband of a School 
Committee member, both proposed that 
the town look into reusing an existing 
town property, as an alternative to the 
up to $26 million cost of new construc- 
tion. Joseph Moore, a council candidate 
whose son attended the ECC, and whose 
campaign platform emphasized that 
the current Perry Lane facility needs to 
be replaced, said he would have fought 
for a public hearing to gain input from 
taxpayers. Most of this year’s political 
candidates agreed that Agawam needs a 
new ECC. Those who were elected must 
recognize that first, it needs a robust, 
public discussion on all the options. 

Asked to name the City Council's 
greatest failure over the past year, in- 
cumbent Richard Theroux cited the 
budget process — an entirely avoidable 
fiasco of non-cooperation between the 
mayor and council, which saw council- 
ors delaying their objections and their 
vote almost until the deadline, and mak- 
ing budget amendments on the floor, 
seemingly on the fly. Billy Chester struck 
a similar tone, calling for councilors to 
take more time — and spend more of 
that time in the public eye — scrutiniz- 
ing the budget. A document that takes 
months to write shouldn't become a po- 
litical football at the last moment. With 
a new mayor and new leadership on the 
council, perhaps 2018 will be different. 


What do you think? Share your 
thoughts in a letter to the editor at aan@ 
turley.com. 








YESTERDAY'S HOMETOWN NEWS 


It's not the same Thanksgiving 


oing to the Thanksgiving 

Day football game be- 

tween our Brownies and 
the West Side Terriers is a tradi- 
tion that many follow 
every year. It doesnt 
really matter to the 
die-hard fans whether 
the game is expect- 
ed to be close or not. 
Many Brownies and 
Terriers are there to 
see their old friends, 
find out how the fam- 








ily is doing and to tell 
and hear the stories 


Walt Willard 








that bring back old 
times. 

For me, this year it was a 
chance for me to see my grand- 
daughter, Olivia Salva, play the 
trombone for our Marching Mo- 
hawks. Clearly, our band was the 
better band. Unfortunately, for 
the football team it was the oth- 
er way around. For the past week 
I have been thinking about AHS 


FAITH MATTERS 


and the history of our rivalry. 
Harm Smith was Eddie Neil- 
son's (41) coach a long time ago. 
Eddie has always been grateful 
for having had the 
opportunity to play 
for Harm and he re- 
some 
Coach Smith's 
losophy of successful 
football. For example, 
Harm told Eddie this 
rule of thumb: “Give 


members 


BIG NEWS! 


7%) PRINCE HARRY IS 
“> GETTING WITCHED.” 
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me a few Italian boys 


and I can make a foot- 
ball team’ I changed 
one of the words to 
be politically correct, but you 
should get the idea. Think about 
the Western Massachusetts scor- 
ing record. Lino Schinelli set it 
in 1936. Joe Pisano broke it in 
1940 and Turk Bruno broke Joes 
record in 1957. Do those three 
names sound Irish, French, En- 
glish, or what? 

How did Harry Leonardi 


have a 26-game unbeaten streak 
and his championship teams? 
Do you remember Paul Gazil- 
lo and Ronnie Young? Gazillo 
went on to play at Syracuse and 
Youngie was wanted by the New 
York Jets. Sure, there were lots 
of other good Brownie play- 
ers, but I’m thinking of how big 
Paul and Ronnie were in com- 
parison to the linemen of our 
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Take a risk — share your gifts 


25:14-30, commonly called “the Parable of 
the Talents.’ Jesus talked about a man giv- 
ing one of his workers five gold talents and then 


T here is a parable of Jesus, found in Matthew 


going away. A talent was worth about 20 
years of salary at that time. That was an 
incredible amount of wealth. When the 
man came back from his journey, the 
worker made five more. Very impres- 
sive! Another worker had been given 
two talents, and made two more. That 
was also very impressive. Still another 
worker, who was given only one talent, 
took it and buried it in the ground. Now 
let's think of that talent, not as monetary 
wages, but as a literal talent, or gift. How 
often have some of us taken the talents 


or the gifts God has given us, and buried them in 


the ground? 


It is obvious we all have different gifts, different 
abilities, and we might also have different numbers 
of these things. So it is interesting that one of the 
servants mentioned in the parable had been giv- 
en only one talent — and he turned out to be the 
least productive of all of them. Youd think it would 
be the opposite. Youd think that if you only have a 
little bit of whatever it would be easier to increase 
that than if you had a lot of whatever and were ex- 
pected to double that. Two times one seems much 


more attainable than two times five. 


But fear is what hindered the worker who was 
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Fear of falling short? Maybe it could even be fear of 
success. Fear of just about any and every sort can 
hold us back from using our talents, or even from 
using our one talent, if we haven't been as blessed 


as others. We can be just like that work- 
er depicted in Jesus parable. Fear can 
hold us back — especially if we are one 
of those “one-talent” types who console 
ourselves with the idea that because we 
have so little to offer, no matter what we 
do it wont make any difference. That’s 
not the attitude of a servant. God wants 
us, calls us, to be servants. We have to let 
go of our fears — to “let go, and let God; 
as the saying goes. God can work won- 
ders, even with “one-talent” people who 
have enough faith to cast aside any fear. 


The parable is all about what we do with what 


God has blessed us with. We can't let fear hold us 


back. We can all probably think of role models in 
our lives that demonstrated successfully the ben- 
efits of a spirit of risk-taking and an attitude that 
overcame fear. Those kinds of people and examples 
can inspire us to not let fear govern our behavior, 
and to better manage the gifts God has given us. 
Its never too late to use our gifts, our talents, and 
our resources to the glory of God. God has blessed 
us, and so let us be a blessing to others. God gives 
to each one of us a chance to show ourselves to be 


faithful, profitable servants. Take a risk! Share your 


given only one talent. Is fear holding you back? Fear 


of God? Fear of others? Fear of what people might 
say about us or think about us? Fear of failure? 


gifts! Amen. 


Ken Blanchard is the pastor at Agawam United 
Methodist Church on Mill Street in Feeding Hills. 
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See ‘Star Wars’ next week, give a gift 


Agawam Cinemas patrons can 
participate in a gift card fundraiser 
during next week's premiere showings 
of the new “Star Wars’ film. 

Kimberly Wheeler, owner of the two- 
screen theater at 866 Suffield St., Aga- 
wam, said all are welcome to stop by 
on Dec. 14, the opening night for “Star 
Wars: The Last Jedi, to view vintage 


memorabilia and take pictures with the 
costumed guests. Tickets may be pur- 
chased at BrownPaperTickets.com. 

“We will also be fundraising for 
a great cause during all of opening 
weekend to benefit gift cards for kids 
with cancer, Wheeler added. 

The gift card drive was started by 
Laura LaValley Morris after her two- 


year-old daughter Morgan was diag- 
nosed with leukemia. She will divide 
and deliver the donated gift cards to 
all the children on active treatment 
at Baystate Children’s Hospital. All at- 
tendees during the premiere and the 
opening weekend are encouraged to 
bring any gift card, in any denomina- 
tion, to donate into the collection box. 


Juried a Ben now taking early bird entries 


The Friends of the Aga- 
wam Public Library is ac- 
cepting early-bird entry 
forms for its eighth Open 
Juried Photography Show 
to be held Jan. 29 through 
Feb. 23. For a copy of the 
prospectus-brochure and 
entry form, visit agawam- 
library.org/about/friends. 
The form may be filled out 
on the computer and print- 
ed for easy submission. 

An early-bird submis- 
sion fee of $25 per entry 
applies before Jan. 13; the 
fee rises to $30 after. All 
entries are due by Jan. 27. 
Multiple entries per cate- 
gory are allowed. Catego- 
ries include creative, na- 
ture, photojournalism and 
pictorial. All images must 
be original and made by 
the photographer. 

Awards are best in show, 
$300, as well as first in each 
category, $120; second, $80; 


and third, $60; and eight award. 


honorable mentions and 
a photographers’ 








Judges are 


choice Doherty 


and Frederick 
LeBlanc. For more infor- 


Henry Kozloski’s “Winter in Agawam” won first place in the pictorial category at last year’s Friends 
of the Agawam Public Library Open Juried Photography Show. SUBMITTED PHOTO 


mation, contact Bob Kadis 
at r.kadis@comcast.net or 
413-789-4814. 


Eileen 





Fire, police mustache contest judging is Monday 


Judging for the Agawam Fire De- 
partment’s fourth annual No Shave 
November mustache grow-off is at 
7 p.m. Monday, Dec. 11, at Murphy's 
Pub in Agawam. 

This year, 14 firefighters are com- 
peting with 11 officers from the Aga- 
wam Police Department to grow the 


most impressive facial hair. Partici- 
pants pay $20, which is donated to 
cancer prevention, awareness and 
research programs; supporters are 
also encouraged to make donations. 
To support the firefighters team, vis- 
it no-shave.org/team/AgawamFD. To 
support the police officers’ team, visit 


no-shave.org/team/AgawamPD. 

Firefighters and police officers will 
send in headshots of their facial hair 
for next Monday's official public judg- 
ing by a panel of facial hair profession- 
als. A crowd favorite will also selected 
by allowing attendees to make dona- 
tions for each participants. 





FIRE LOG 
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The Agawam Fire Department 
responded to 65 EMS calls from 
Nov. 28 to Dec. 4, and the following 
emergency response calls. 

On Nov. 28 at 9:43 a.m., the de- 
partment responded to North Street 
Extension for chimney or flue fire, 
confined to chimney or flue. 

On Nov. 28 at 10:50 a.m., the 
department responded to Spring- 
field Street for motor vehicle acci- 
dent with no injuries. 

On Nov. 29 at 10:50 a.m., the 
department responded to Leonard 
Street for outside equipment fire. 

On Nov. 29 at 12:32 p.m., the 
department responded to Pierce 
Street for smoke scare, odor of 
smoke. 

On Nov. 29 at 10:29 a.m., the 
department responded to Main 
Street for alarm system activation, 
no fire — unintentional. 

On Nov. 29 at 9:06 a.m., the de- 


partment responded to Main Street 
for structure fire, other. 

On Nov. 30 at 4:17 p.m., the 
department responded to Leonard 
Street for public service. 

On Dec. 1 at 8:55 a.m., the 
department responded to North 
Westfield Street for smoke detector 
activation due to malfunction. 

On Dec. 1 at 11 a.m., the de- 
partment responded to Perry Lane 
for malicious, mischievous false 
call, other. 

On Dec. 1 at 11:01 a.m., the 
department responded to Cooper 
Street for alarm system activation, 
no fire — unintentional. 

On Dec. 1 at 2:16 p.m., the de- 
partment responded to Barry Street 
for service call, other. 

On Dec. 1 at 2:43 p.m., the de- 
partment responded to Northwood 
Street for motor vehicle accident 
with no injuries. 


On Dec. 2 at 3:35 p.m., the 
department responded to Leonard 
Street with no incident found on ar- 
rival at dispatch address. 

On Dec. 3 at 2:42 a.m., the de- 
partment responded to Castle Hills 
Road with no incident found on ar- 
rival at dispatch address. 

On Dec. 4 at 3:23 p.m., the 
department responded to Leonard 
Street for special type of incident, 


other. 

On Dec. 4 at 3:28 p.m., the 
department responded to Suffield 
Street for lockout. 

On Dec. 4 at 1:13 p.m., the de- 
partment responded to Sheri Lane 
for smoke or odor removal. 

On Dec. 4 at 9:24 p.m., the de- 
partment responded to North Street 
Extension for a motor vehicle acci- 
dent with injuries. 


POLICE LOG 


The Agawam Police Department responded to 322 calls for service from 
Nov. 28 to Dec. 4. The department recorded two arrests in its public log. 


Wednesday, Nov. 29 
Daniel Vinton, 35, of no known address, was arrested on seven default 
warrants, and was charged with shoplifting by asportation, third offense. 
Bruce Gove, 50, of Impala Drive, Enfield, Conn., was arrested and charged 
with operating under the influence of liquor, and negligent operation of a 


motor vehicle. 
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opponents. How about the ‘61 cham- 
pionship team? An opponent line- 
man could get clobbered by Richie 
Nacewicz when the ball was hiked 
and a half-second later Dick Benoit, 
our 215-pound “Incredible Hulk,’ was 
coming through the hole. Cliff Kibbe 
told me that they werent supposed 
to start a home game unless the am- 
bulance was waiting on the sidelines. 
That was because of Dick Benoit. So 
think about the advantages Agawam 
had in years past. Was it size? Was it 
ethnic? 


Maybe the 
tables have 
turned. We have a 
strong youth pro- 
gram here. Any- 
one who drives 
up School Street 
knows that the 
kids are out there 
trying and learn- 
ing, but they cant 
control how big 
they will get by 12th grade. Surely, our 
football players did a lot of weight- 
lifting back in the old days, but Rich 
Nacewicz, Dick Benoit, Ron Young 
and Paul Gazillo were big guys made 


Paul Gazillo 





by God. Do we have players like that 
now? More importantly, do we have as 
many as our opponents? Try blocking 
someone who outweighs you by 30, 40 
pounds or more. Good luck. 

Note: The three drive-in theaters 
were the Parkway, the Air-Line and 
the Round Hill. Gave us some good 
choices a long time ago. Also, Lou 
Conte was left out of the list of Hall of 
Fame inductees in a previous column. 


Walt Willard went to AHS and 
taught math there for 16 years. He can 
be reached at 413-786-7924. Walt loves 
your feedback and any and all informa- 
tion or tidbits you can offer. 
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Direct 
from the 


North Pole 


Send a child 
something special 
this Christmas - 
a Personalized 
Letter from Santa! 





Brought to you by Turley Publications, 
this memory of a lifetime is a 
special opportunity to personalize 
a child’s Christmas holiday! 


They will also 
receive an 
autographed 
photo along 
with a 
special gift. 


Simply cut out 

the coupon below, 
fill in your 

payment information 
and enclose your check for $9.95.* 

The letter will be delivered with the autographed 
photo and special gift just in time for Christmas! 
Quantities are limited, so don’t delay, order today! 





ONLY ONE NAME PER LETTER PLEASE. 


*$9.95 for the first one, $8.95 for each additional. 
Please include phone number. 
Make copies of this form as needed. Expires 12/25/17. 


CHILD’S NAME(S) 


SHIPPING ADDRESS 


CITY STATE ZIP 





YOUR NAME 


ADDRESS 


CITY. STATE ZIP 


PHONE 


PAYMENT ENCLOSED: 


LICHECK LJVISA LJMASTERCARD [AMEX [DISCOVER 


CREDIT CARD # 
EXP DATE: 3 DIGIT CODE: 
PHONE: 

MAIL THIS COUPON TO: 


santa at Turley, 24 Water Street, Palmer, MA 01069 
or call 413-283-8393 or email: cgriswold@turley.com, 
(Subject: Santa) for immediate assistance. 
Quantities are limited. Turley Publications reserves the right to end offer at any 


time. Payment will be returned if offer expires due to limited quantity being sold 
out or multiple names per letter. Sales are based on a first come first serve basis. 
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‘September’ coming in Jan. for free concert 


The 14th season of the Aga- 
wam Cultural Council’s Ap- 
plause Series kicks off the New 
Year on Friday, Jan. 5, at the Aga- 
wam Senior Center. The Sep- 
tember Girls will take the stage 
that evening at 7 p.m. for a con- 
cert of unforgettable songs from 
the 1960s and °70s. 

The quintet will also perform 
medleys from “Sister Act, “My 
Best Friend’s Wedding” and many 
other Motown, Broadway, clas- 
sical, and a cappella selections. 
Group members Kerri O'Connor, 
Jane Garabedian, Ellen Harris, 
Brenda Jermakian and Karen 
Drumheller are musicians, music 
teachers, choir directors, soloists, 
Broadway musical performers, 
and members of the Springfield 
Symphony Chorus, who all share 
a passionate love for music. 

The Agawam Senior Center is 
at 954 Main St. in Agawam and 
can be reached by phone at 413- 
821-0604. This and all Applause 
Series events are free and open to 
the public. Venue doors open at 
6:15 p.m. 


Additional information is 





The September Girls will give a free concert Jan. 5 at the Agawam Senior Center. 


SUBMITTED PHOTO 


available at www.agawamcc.org. 
The Agawam Cultural Council 
is an all-volunteer local partner 


of the Massachusetts Cultural 
Council, a state agency that pro- 
vides part of its funding. 





Blood drive set 
for Bethany A.G. 


Bethany Assembly of God, 580 Main 
St., Agawam, will host a blood drive on 
Wednesday, Dec. 27, from 2 to 7 p.m. 

Signups will be taken Sunday, Dec. 
17, in the main foyer of the church or 
online at www.redcrossblood.org. For 
more information, call the church of- 
fice at 413-789-2930 from 8:30 a.m. to 


4:30 p.m. 
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Order centerpieces by 


Sunday to help Troop 77 


Boy Scout Troop 77, chartered by St. John the Evangelist 
Church in Agawam, has crafted festive centerpieces for the 


holidays. They are made of birch and evergreens and contain 


Spring Adventure. 


three red candles. Each centerpiece is $15. This holiday fund- 
raiser will help support the troops camping activities and 


Orders will be accepted through Sunday, Dec. 10. To order 
and arrange for delivery, contact Jeff Heinze, advancement chair- 


man, at 413-575-6905, or email at jheinzel14@comcast.net. 
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Living Stones’ new praise, 
worship service to start 


The Living Stones Prayer 
Group will host a praise and 
worship service every Monday 
beginning Dec. 11 at the Sa- 
cred Heart Parish Center, 1061 
Springfield St., Feeding Hills. 
The service will begin with the 
Rosary at 6:30 p.m., followed by 


praise and worship led by Joe 
and Rosa Lamotha from 7 to 8 
p.m. There will be time for fel- 
lowship and light refreshments 
immediately following. For 
more information, call Pastoral 
Minister Deb Briancesco at 413- 
786-8200, ext. 3. All are welcome. 


Catholic Women’s meeting 
to include potluck supper 


The December meeting of 
the Catholic Women's Club of 
Agawam will be held on Mon- 
day, Dec. 11, in the St. John the 
Evangelist Parish Center at 833 
Main St., Agawam. 

It will start at 6:30 p.m. with 
a potluck supper. Those who 
wish to attend but did not sign 
up at the November Commu- 


nion Supper to bring a specif- 
ic dish item are asked to con- 
tact Julie Smist at jmsmist@ 
comcast.net or 413-786-8438. 
Catholic female guest are wel- 
come at the supper and should 
also contact Smist. Those at- 
tending are welcome to bring 
gift cards for the needy to the 
meeting. 





First Baptist Church to host 
‘Blue Christmas’ service 


First Baptist Church will 
host a “Blue Christmas” ser- 
vice at 4 p.m. Sunday, Dec. 17. 
Leading the service will be the 
Rev. Jerrie Shepard of First 
Baptist, the Rev. Harvey Hill of 
St. David's Episcopal Church, 
and Deb Briancesco from Sa- 
cred Heart Roman Catholic 
Church. 

The service is designed for 


_ 


those who are grieving a loss, 
in need of healing, or finding it 
hard to be joyful when every- 
one else is full of good cheer. 
This is also known as the “Lon- 
gest Night Service, as it’s often 
held close to the longest night 
of the year. A time of fellow- 
ship will follow the service. 

First Baptist Church is at 760 
Main St., Agawam. 
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2. Deliverer of 
speeches 

3. Skin condition 

4. Widened 


political activity 5. James Cameron 
. The lowest adult film 
male singing 


6. The 3rd letter 
of the Hebrew 
alphabet 

7. Moved along a 
surface 

9. Pharmacological 
agent 

10. Charity 

12. Seeing someone 
famous 

14. Not happy 

15. Farm animal 

17. Give a 
nickname to 

19. Uses up 

20. Type of missile 
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(abbr. ) 

23. Criticizes 

24. Midwife 

25. Entwined 

26. Supervises 
interstate 
commerce 

27. A way to 
convert 

28. Female sibling 

29. TV network 

30. Tropical Asian 
plant 

31. Line on a map 

32. Denotes 
songbirds 

33. Made publicly 
known 

34. He devised 
mud cleats for 
football 

36. Trends 


Unlike many daily newspapers, com- 
munity newspapers are thriving for one 
reason alone, we’re local all the time. We 
bring home local news, reach a dedicated 
local audience and enrich each page with 
local advertisers. 

In fact, community newspapers not only 
provide the kind of news that has serious 
meaning in local households — they continue 
to be an important outlet for advertisers, 
knowing that they’re the only source to allow 
“mom and pop” businesses to reach their 
most likely customers. It’s the kind of service 
only a local paper can provide. 

Think about it this way, how many sto- 
ries do you see about your town, the busi- 
nesses that thrive in them or the people 
who live and work next to you, on the pages 


of your daily newspaper? You won't find 
many. And that’s what makes us different 
and keeps us thriving. Turley Publications 
has long recognized the importance of 
community and remains strongly commit- 
ted to those we serve. It’s not po-ta-toe, po- 
tat-o when it comes to comparing newspa- 
pers, it’s apples and oranges. 


Support your community and shop 


with our advertisers who make 
this publication possible. 


Turley& 


Publications, Inc. 


www.turley.com 














Seniors Meagan Arslanian, left, and Amber Fillion talk with Wendy Ventura, a cosmetology teach- 
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er at the Career and Technical Education Center in West Springfield, at a panel presentation at 
Agawam High School last month. TURLEY PUBLICATIONS PHOTOS BY MIKE LYDICK 
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tations were in the fields of public safety 
and corrections, and health science and 
human services. 

The remaining seven career cluster 
presentations will include government 
and politics; education and training; 
STEM (science, technology, engineering 
and math); arts and audio visual, along 
with architecture; business administra- 
tion, marketing and finance; agriculture, 
food and natural resources; and hospital- 
ity and tourism. Similar careers are com- 
bined into one presentation. 

Palange was joined by a barber, a 
cosmetology teacher, a mechanical con- 
tractor, a retired electrician, a retired 
mechanical engineer, a human resources 
manager for a landscaping company, and 
a manufacturing sales representative. 
Each panelist discussed why they chose 
their careers, what they like about their 
work, skills and education needed, and 
job prospects in their professions. 

Students who want a career in manu- 
facturing or the trades should get training 
in a skill said Jan Lankowski, a recently 
retired mechanical engineer for GE Avia- 
tion. “That’s something that nobody can 
ever take away from you because it’s all in 
your head.’ 

Lorraine Palmer, sales representative 
for a machine tool parts company, said 
there's a manufacturing boom in the U.S. 
She said her company needs skilled work- 
ers to assemble parts, research products, 
sell machine tools and parts, and service 
machines. Sales positions start at $30,000 
annually and engineer salaries range 
from $70,000 to $100,000. 

Panelists stressed that many of their 
professions require courses and training 
beyond high school and encouraged stu- 
dents to take science and math courses. 
Speaking to one student after the presen- 
tation, Palange — who originally wanted 
to do carpentry and electrical work be- 
fore going into automotive repair — said 
he realized the importance of math skills 
after he graduated high school and was 
learning about electrical wiring. 

The program is open to all students 
and replaces a career day presentation 
held at AHS for juniors who heard only 
from speakers they had signed up for. The 
new program will allow students to learn 
about more career opportunities from 
more speakers — 70 panelists compared 
to 25 to 30 presenters for career day. 

Sheehan taps into her contacts as a 
member of the West of the River Chamber 
of Commerces educational committee, 
and Junior Achievement, to find many of 
the panelists. “These presentations can 
bring our school and community closer,’ 
she added. 

Chamber Executive Director Robin 
Wozinak said the program helps busi- 
nesses educate students about job op- 
portunities available in Agawam and 
Western Massachusetts. She said it shows 
students they “can have a successful ca- 
reer locally’ and “keeps our younger gen- 
eration from moving out of our region as 


Michael Sarnelli, owner of Mike’s Barbershop 
in East Longmeadow and a 2004 AHS gradu- 
ate, speaks with current students. 


they begin their adult lives in higher edu- 
cation or a trade career. 

Sheehan said she tries to find present- 
ers in less-talked-about careers to “open 
students eyes’ to more options. For the 
health panel, she had nurses and physical 
therapists as well as a medical examiner 
and someone who makes prosthetics. 

Feedback from students and teach- 
ers has been “amazing, said Sheehan. 
“Students can ask questions at the end 
or meet with presenters at a later date 
to discuss more about the career and see 
firsthand what it entails.’ 

Honesty Osbourne, a junior, said she 
wants to go into the field of health scienc- 
es, but was unsure about what she needs 
to do to in college and after to get the job 
she wants. The health presentation gave 
her a better idea of how to prepare. 

“I want to go into science, but I’m sure 
not exactly what field, said Osbourne. 
“The presentation clarified the differenc- 
es between jobs. She added that extra 
time afterwards was helpful because she 
could ask questions and get advice. 

Ajon Salvas wants a career in public 
safety. The senior attended the public safe- 
ty and corrections presentation, but had 
more questions after listening to the pan- 
el. He reached out to one of the panelists, 
Agawam Police Officer Dalton Boglisch, 
an AHS graduate, to set up a meeting with 
him and three other students. 

“He talked to us for a full period, told 
us stories, and gave us more time to ask 
questions. For me, that was most helpful? 

Sheehan said next year she plans to 
build on the presentations with a job 
shadow program for juniors. “Presenters 
are more willing to allow job shadows 
once they learn about our career center. 

Although job shadows are only for a day, 
she said they provide “a snapshot of experi- 
ence’ so students will know better whether 
or not they are interested in that career. 

The career center currently offers ju- 
niors internships at local companies for 
a half or full year in a career area of their 
choice. “There's no better way to get stu- 
dents interested in a career than to have 
it presented to them and then to go toa 
company that offers that career. 
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School Lunch 


All lunches served with fresh and chilled fruit. 


AGAWAM HIGH SCHOOL 
Monday, Dec. 11: Buffalo chicken chunks with dip- 
ping sauce, whipped potatoes, Tater Tots. 
Tuesday, Dec. 12: French toast sticks with syrup, 
cheese omelet, hash browns. 
Wednesday, Dec. 13: Chicken filet wrap with assort- 
ed sauce served with lettuce, tomato and cheese, side 
of pasta salad. 
Thursday, Dec. 14: Fresh assorted calzones, garden 
salad with light dressing. 
Friday, Dec. 15: Steak and cheese sub, peppers and 
onions, macaroni salad, carrots with ranch dressing. 


AGAWAM JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL 
ROBERTA G. DOERING SCHOOL 
AGAWAM ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS 
Monday, Dec. 11: Chicken patty on a roll, seasoned 

corn, tater tots, low-fat potato chips. 
Tuesday, Dec. 12: French toast sticks with syrup, 


Library opens 


The Agawam Public Li- 
brary, in partnership with 
the Agawam Family and 
Community Program, has 
announced the new “Math 
Corner, next to the play 
area in the Children's Room 
at the library. This place- 
ment will assist in integrat- 
ing math games into chil- 
drenss daily playtime. 

The Math Corner will 
include toys that help re- 
inforce early math skills 
like shapes, adding and 
counting. These toys will 
be changed periodically to 
keep them, and children’s 


hash browns, cheese omelet, orange juice. 
Wednesday, Dec. 13: Pasta with meat sauce, garlic 
knot, seasoned broccoli. 

Thursday, Dec. 14: Oven roasted turkey, mashed po- 
tatoes, steamed carrots, dinner roll. 

Friday, Dec. 15: Stuffed crust pizza, salad with light 
dressing, cookie. 


BREAKFAST 
All breakfasts include assorted cold cereal, muffins 
and pastries, cheese sticks, fresh fruit and orange 
juice. 
Serving times: High school, 7 a.m.; junior high, 7:15 
a.m.; Granger, 7:55 a.m.; Doering, 8:10 a.m.; Phelps, 
8:20 a.m.; Robinson Park, 8:30 a.m.; Clark 8:35 a.m. 
Monday, Dec. 11: Pancakes with syrup. 
Tuesday, Dec. 12: Waffles. 
Wednesday, Dec. 13: Egg and cheese sandwich with 
hash browns. 
Thursday, Dec. 14: Warm cinnamon rolls. 
Friday, Dec. 15: Pancakes with syrup. 


‘Math Corner’ 





A “Math Corner” is now open in the play area of the Children’s 
Room at the Agawam Public Library. SUBMITTED PHOTO 


math skills, fresh. Parents 
and children can follow 
some of the suggested ac- 
tivities displayed with each 
of the toys, or make up their 
own game with the toys pro- 
vided. Many of the toys are 
geared toward a preschool 
level, but younger kids are 
welcome to play with them 
and begin developing their 
early math skills. 


Math can be taught 
much earlier than most par- 
ents think. While addition 
and subtraction are out of 
most toddlers’ grasp, from 
as young as infancy children 
start to grasp the concept of 
numbers and counting. 

Teaching children math 
skills from an early age is 
important. Early math is 
Just as important as ear- 


ly literacy; in fact, early 
math skills can actually im- 
prove reading and writing 
skills. Children who start 
with numerical skills even 
in infancy will do better 
with math when they reach 
school. Giving children the 
opportunity to get a head 
start on math is one of the 
best things parents can do 
for their future success. 





JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL HONOR ROLL 


Agawam Junior High School Principal Norman Rob- 
bins recently announced the first term honor roll for the 
2017-18 school year. 

Grade 8: Amara Agosto, Haleigh Alaimo, Jenna Al- 
icea, Jillian Anderson, James Anziano, Olivia Barbarini, 
Josiah Bass-Collins, Kannon Behrens, Emalee Bisson, 
Asia Blakeborough, Aaliyah Brace, Zarina Bubuza, Kailey 
Butler, Aidan Callahan, Virginia Caney, Lauren Carrier, 
sarah Champigny, Anatoliy Chebanov, Cameron Chris- 
anthopoulos, Liliana Cicchetti, Cameron Cofer, Jaylina 
Cone, Hannah Cote, Taylor Cotton, Jaden Couture, Evan 
Cruz, Mikayla Curley, Evan Danek, Allison Davenport, 
Emily DeGeorge, Brooke Deming, Alyssa Drumm, Megan 
Duquette, Ella Eastman, Amelia Ellison, Victoria Felton, 
Maxwell Florian, Jessica Fox, Sera Gagnon, Samuel 
Garfield, Livia Gavelis, Diana Ghareeb, Quinton Gill, 
Sofia Giordano, Jenel Gonzalez, Evalina Grechka, Emily 
Gulla, Greta Halford, Marissa Hermans, Joseph Higgins, 
Abbey Hildreth, Haley Hinshaw, Aiden Holloway, Abigail 
Holmes, Jessica Huston, Samira Ismailova, Samantha 
Izoita, Christopher Johnson, Autumn Jones, Minseo 
Kang, Allison Kasperek, Shane Kendall, Leah Kenny, 
Ella Kinchak, Pilio Kirik, Emily Kukharchuk, Jacob Ku- 
las, Kristina Kynal, Nathan LaBonte, Clara Laudato, Igor 
Lavrenchuk, Rachel Le, Brynn Legros, Leila Lendon, Na- 
than Lindell, Aurelius Liporada, Rebecca Littlehale, Jack 
Litz, Angelee Lombardo, Mark Lukin, Patrick MacDonald, 
Vincent Martin, Kaycie McColley, Ethan McGrath, Aiden 
McKay, Antony Menovshchikov, Samanth Mielnikowski, 
Emily Miolla, Emma Miolla, Jayden Montagna, Jacob 
Napolitan, Matthew Nigro, Jermaine Norfleet, Rebecca 
Obegenski, Paige O’Neil, Summer O’Neil, Melina Ortiz, 
Emily Ottomaniello, Jack Patterson, Grace Payne, Aniello 
Peluso, Jaman Potter, Dayna Rahilly, Isabella Recchia, 
Brooke Rising, Bella Rollend, Jomar Sanchez Correa, 
Kaylee Sanchez, Nicholas Skorupski, Gianna Smith, 
Melena St. Jacques, Mariam Stepchuk, Ainsely Stevens, 
Alexis Strela, Sarah Tayeh, Delaney Taylor, Jessica Tay- 
lor, Ashlyn Thomas, Domenic Vecchiarelli, Vincent Wal- 
lace, Dylan Wesley, Ernest Whitehead, Mia Wood, Trinity 
Wright, Syeda Zahoor, Madison Zomek. 

Grade 7: Connor Adamczyk, Hana Ahmed, Vaneeza 
Ahmed, Alisha Ali, Muhamer Ahmeti, Jared Anziano, Megan 


Ball, Jacob Barber, Emilia Barron, Gianna Bassette, Ailany 
Batista, Julianne Bazanchuk, Matthew Benard, Madison 
Bennett, Alexander Bernard, Sara Bortolussi, Allison Bouch- 
er, Aeryanna Bramlett, Jacob Braska, Landen Cahill, Thom- 
as Cascio, Ava Catelotti, Kylen Cavanaugh-O’Hanlon, Nolan 
Chamberland, Lauren Champigny, Genevieve Charette, 
Gloria Chobotaru, Kylie Circosta, Matthew Cleavall, Rachel 
Cohen, Sean Colfer, Michael Colon, Sophia Consolini, Taryn 
Crowley, Zahide Cure, Gabrielle Dean, Alexander DeGray, 
Joshua Diaz, Kendy! Donner, Jazmin Dunbar, Anthony Elias, 
Hunter Emmons, Murphy Estes, Dylan Fisk, Nicholas Fitz- 
gerald, Ryan Fitzgerald, Emily Fitzpatrick, Grace Frasier, 
Daniel Fronchkevich, Diana Ganovska, Bradi Gauthier, Bai- 
ley Gervais, Evan Gilbert, Cameron Gillis, Athena Gonzalez, 
Jesmarie Gonzalez, Alyssa Gouvan, Kendra Grady, Christi- 
na Grasso, Kaden Grover, Regina Harkins, Zoe Hartmann, 
Amari Hatcher, Tyler Hayward, Dimitri Heinze, Julianna 
Hunt, Zachary Hurley, Melina Ichton, Caleb Igel-Lenza, 
Lynn Jang, Diana Javadian, Noah Jodoin, Colin Jorgensen, 
Jonathan Jung, Angela Kuzmenko, Colin La, Isabel Lalan- 
cette, lan Lamari, Zoe Langford, Marisa Larocque, Autumn 
LeClair, Abigail Lee, Nicholas Liimatainen, Joseph Liquori, 
Heng Liu, Sophia Longo, Sydney Lubarsky, Nellie Lukoms- 
ki, Kyler Ma, Christian Macadangdang, Erica Majka, Cohen 
Manekas, Hannah Manning, Jackson McLaughlin, Sierra 
Moccio, Alexandra Monteith, Arnold Moore, Austin Moore, 
samuel Morse, Hailey Newsome, Cody Nguyen, Abigail 
Noftall, Aidan Noftall, William Noll, Niko Nuzzolilli, Arthur 
Oganyan, Morgan Oldenburg, Nathaniel Olmo, Spencer 
Page, Arthur Panchelyuga, Mary Papova, William Parker, 
stefanee Phillips, Santino Pioggia, Alina Polevoy, Diana 
Polyova, Antoine Poulin, Avilina Radionova, Kenna Rainville, 
Gino Robbins, Christopher Rondinelli, Richard Roy, Gabri- 
elle Rueli, Marissa Rufo, Leniah Ruiz, Julie Sanchez, Eliz- 
abeth Santore, Kayla Santucci, Huda Sarhan, Jillian Scott, 
Alexandra Seibert, Isaiah Serrano, Emily Sexton, Gabriella 
shayda, Nickolas Shea, Geena Sohail, Jordan Stack, Cole 
otepanik, Reese Stevens, Matthew Stickles, Carly Swain, 
sarah Tower, Tara Trudeau, Kylie Turgeon, Isabella Ugolini, 
Nicholas Uschmann, Oksana Vasilchenko, Kelcie Velozo, 
Kristen Vinciguerra, Anthony Virella, McKenna Wheeler, Sa- 
mantha Wheeler, Tyler Williams, Daniel Yovenko, Muham- 
mad Zahoor, Gabrielle Zollo. 
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Stephen Davis of Agawam holds his two-year- 
old son Aiden while they wait to visit Santa and 
Mrs. Claus on Sunday afternoon for “Sundaes 
and Stories.” 


High school students from Agawam and Ludlow wrap spoons in red holiday napkins for the nearly 
250 adults and kids who showed up to visit Santa and Mrs. Claus at the Doering School. From left 
are Summer Reigles, Elita Timms, Sara Lubarsky, Jarrod Lemne, Jesse Mendez (of Ludlow) and 
Arianna Donovan. 


PHOTOS BY MIKE LYDICK 


Even older kids — like Chase Larrabee, 9, of 
Agawam — enjoyed visiting with Santa and 
having their photo taken. TURLEY PUBLICATIONS 


santa, sundaes, storybooks make a sweet triple treat 





Some of the women’s club members who helped put on “Sundaes 
and Stories with Santa and Mrs. Claus” gathered around Mr. and 
Mrs. Claus for a photo. They are, from left, Donna Shibley, Rosa- 
lie Dialessi, Natalia Clifton, Janine lacolo, Sue Godfrey, Samantha 
Rudd (holding her daughter Olivia) and Karen LaPlante. 





Michelle cannery outreach coordinator for the iana Family 
and Community Program, helps Aiden Torres, 8, and Tatiana Gon- 
zalez, 9, pick out a free book. Both live in Feeding Hills. 


KITCHENS FOR THE REAL LIVING ROOM 


——— id 
g rany Products at Affordable Prices ` 


300 Main St., Agawam, MA 789-2074 


a OPEN: Tues., Wed., Sat. 9am-5pm 
tf Ya Thurs., Fri. 9am- -8pm; CLOSED SUN. & MON. 
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By Mike Lydick 
aan@turley.com 


he Agawam Junior Womens 

Club served up a special holiday 

treat last Sunday for families 

when it combined an afternoon vis- 

it with Santa and Mrs. Claus with ice 
cream sundaes and kids story books. 

The clubs “Sundaes and Stories 
with Santa and Mrs. Claus” dished out 
sundaes this year instead of a pancake 
breakfast, which had been its tradition 
for more than 20 years. 

The womens club was one of the 
first civic organizations in the area to 
a hold a pancake breakfast fundraiser 
with Santa and Mrs. Claus nearly 25 
years ago. With sundaes it could have 
the scoop on a unique way for families 
and kids to enjoy time with Santa. 

A $5 entrance fee ($3 for adults), 
included a sundae with choice of top- 
pings, one photo with Santa and Mrs. 
Claus, a free storybook autographed 





by Santa or Mrs. Claus (donated bythe ~ 7 n 
Agawam Family and Community Pro- P ma L 
gram), plus a place to drop off letters P 
to Santa. There was even the chanceto ~— 
2 


win a “hot” new toy by entering a raffle _ | 
at $1 a chance. i ra i 

The fundraiser supports many of : 
the Agawam Junior Womens Club 
community programs. Donna Shibley, 
who served as co-chair of the event 
with Samantha Rudd, called the event 
a “huge success, with nearly 250 sun- 
daes served at the middle school. “We 
greatly appreciate the people in the 
community who came out to enjoy our 
event, she added. 

Several local businesses, includ- 
ing Big Y, Friendly’s, Geissler's Super- 
market, H.P. Hood of Agawam, Vista 
Home Improvement, as well as Na- 
tional Honor Society students, served 
as sponsors, provided equipment, or 
donated services. 
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Drake 
Martine, 

7, of 
Agawam, 
waits 
patiently 
for Saman- 
tha Rudd 
to finish 
making his 
sundae. 
Rudd 
co-chaired 
the “Sun- 
daes and 
Stories 
with Santa 
and Mrs. 
Claus” 
event last 
weekend. 





Three- -year-old Finley Dunphy U West Springfield iale with Santa and Mrs. Claus. 
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90 Meat Outlet 


¢ Buy Direct and Save - No Middle Man 

e Custom Cut? No Problem! 

e QUALITY - Only The Best for You! 
SALE DATES: 12/7 - 12/13/17 


Mon. - Wed. 8-4 
Thurs. 8-6 e Fri. 8-6 
Sat. 8-3 








We reserve the right to 
limit quantities. 


90 Avocado St., Springfield 737-1288 www.90meat.com 


BMX state champion teammates a varied group 
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By Gregory A. Scibelli 
gscibelli@turley.com 


bout three months re- 
moved from his team’s 
rst-ever state champi- 


onship, Overhaul Racing own- 
er Chris Champagne is already 
working hard to get things 
ready for next season. 

The cycle, literally, contin- 
ues for several members of the 
near 30-person roster. 

Champagne also gets to 
continue the celebration right 
at home with his “teammate, 
aptly named Ryder, who is just 





to be on the same team as his 
young son, win a state title, 
and continue right on racing? 

Its all part of BMX bicycle 
racing. The season lasts how- 
ever long participants want; 
individuals can be individuals 
and part of a team, or mem- 
bers of the same family, young 
and old, or friends, can com- 
pete together. 

Champagne’s team started 
four years ago, with remnants 
of some other teams coming 
together to create its original 
roster. Champagne gathered 
sponsorships to help with trips 


3 years old. 
How does a 38-year-old get [ 


Timmy Baker of Ludlow, on the No. 79 bike, battles for he lead at the Gold Victor and Dylan Rodriguez, a father-son combo, 
Cup Northeast Championship in New York. SUBMITTED PHOTOS BY JEN BENOIT raced with Overhaul this season. 


Back on the mat 


Icemen will 
travel far to 
fill schedule 


By Gregory A. Scibelli 
gscibelli@turley.com 


Despite a major realignment in West- 
ern Massachusetts hockey leagues, Aga- 
wam will remain in the same division 
and keep most of the same local rivals as 
in previous years. 

For the past two years, all of the Di- 
vision 3 teams, including Agawam, were 
combined into one league, the Berry 
Division, making determining playoffs 
seeds simple. Now, Ludlow will remain 
in Division 3 but move down to the Fay 
Division as part of a new six-team com- 
bination in that league. 

The rest of the Fay and Wright divi- 
sions will consist of Division 3A squads, 
many of which competed last year in the 
combined Fay-Wright League. The top 
teams in Division 3A last year will com- 
pete with Ludlow in the Fay, while the 





Above, assistant coach Trevor Abdallah works with wrestlers 
Callum Hastings and Teal Savoury during an Agawam varsity 
wrestling team practice this week. TURLEY PUBLICATIONS PHOTOS BY 
GREGORY A. SCIBELLI 


At left, head coach Armando Ramos observes the grappling be- 
tween Cam Corliss and Ahmed Topcuoglu. The Agawam wrestling 
team returns to action with several dual meets on Saturday morn- 
ing at Sci-Tech. 
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BASKETBALL 


Boys see 
schedule 
shaken up 


By Dave Forbes 
dforbes@turley.com 


With the new basketball 
season just around the corner, 
the Pioneer Valley Interscho- 
lastic Athletic Conference will 
have a new look to it, as the 
leagues have been realigned 
for the 2017-18 campaign. 

For boys basketball, the 
Suburban League has been 
reduced from eight to five 
teams, with Agawam, Chicopee 
Comp, Minnechaug, Sabis and 
newcomer West Springfield. 
Belchertown, Longmeadow, 
Ludlow and South Hadley are 
no longer in the league. 

In addition to playing each 
other twice, Suburban teams 
will also play contests against 
Valley League and Valley Wheel 
schools. Putnam, Central, Holy- 
oke, Pope Francis, Amherst and 
Northampton will make up the 
Valley League, while Sci-Tech, 
Commerce, Chicopee, West- 
field, East Longmeadow and 
Longmeadow are the members 
of the Valley Wheel. 


Girls league same 

Agawams girls basketball 
teams will also compete in the 
Suburban League, but will keep 
the same league opponents, 
Belchertown, Hampshire, Lud- 
low and South Hadley. Subur- 
ban teams will play two games 
against each of their league op- 
ponents, one game against each 
member of the Central League 
(Amherst, Sabis, Granby, Mon- 
son and Palmer), and one game 
against a member of the Valley 
League (Central, Holyoke, Long- 
meadow, Northampton and 
West Springfield) and another 
against a school from the Val- 
ley Wheel (Chicopee, Chicopee 
Comp, East Longmeadow, Min- 
nechaug and Westfield). 

Regular season play starts 
Thursday, Dec. 7, and runs 
through the end of February. 


WARRANTY 
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and bike parts, and the team members began 
wearing the Overhaul name on their jerseys 
competing at BMX tracks throughout the 
Northeast and beyond. 

While Overhaul’s main season runs April 
through October with races throughout Mas- 
sachusetts, Connecticut and New York, some 
members of the team were still representing 
Overhaul at races such as the Grand Nationals 
in Tulsa, Okla., over Thanksgiving weekend. 

“People have the ability to compete as 
much as they want as individuals,’ said Cham- 
pagne. “We love to see the team name visible 
as many places as we can.’ 

The team concept in BMX racing is not just 
about competing together at some races, but 
also about mentoring peers, supporting one 
another and practicing together. Racers com- 
pete as individuals in their own age and expe- 
rience classes, but combined scores can help 
to win team competitions. 

In early September, Overhaul Racing was 
on its home turf in Westfield at Whip City 
BMX, competing in the Massachusetts state 
championship. Overhaul went against several 
other teams, including Custom Cycle, a BMX 
powerhouse in the state, to win a team title. 


443 Springfield St. -Agawam 
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413-789-2181 
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Team titles are awarded to the racing team 
with the highest combined score of five individ- 
ual races. Champagne took a unique approach, 
and chose five individuals without telling them. 

“We had more than five competing at the 
races, but we did not tell whose scores would 
count, he said. “That meant everyone was rac- 
ing their best and there was no extra pressure 
on the five’ 

The five individuals he chose scored first 
place in their respective main events, the first 
perfect team card Overhaul has ever earned. 

“It was such a great feeling to announce us as 
the team winners over Custom Cycle,’ he said. 
“They have been the team to beat for along time’ 

With that win under its belt, the success of 
Overhaul is not limited to area competition. 

Timothy Baker of Ludlow, a 17-year-old rac- 
er, took second place in the Gold Cup Finals in 
New York. He joined Overhaul so he could work 
with teammates and improve his skills. 

“I decided to join the team because 
I knew having teammates to push me 
would make me better and accomplish 
greater goals with racing, Baker said. 
Baker and several of his teammates say Over- 
haul Racing is like their second family. 

“Everyone supports you and helps you get 
better, said Baker. 

Overhaul is a diverse group ranging from 
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From a basic oil change to complete car 
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Far left, Erin 
Consedine 
goes for a 
layup during 
drills on Mon- 
day afternoon. 


Near left, 
Agawam High 
School girls 
basketball 
player Maddy 
Lockwood 
makes a pass 
from under the 
hoop. Agawam 
girls basket- 
ball opens up 
Friday against 
Westfield. 
TURLEY PUBLICA- 
TIONS PHOTOS 
BY GREGORY A. 
SCIBELL| 


Champagnes young son to racers in their ear- 
ly 50s. 

Tyler Montgomery, a racer from South 
Hadley, said helping mentor the younger kids 
and taking them under his wing is part of be- 
ing an experienced member of the team. 

“We all help one another, he said. “We 
try to keep them optimistic; we help them 
through their tough days. Younger kids enjoy 
the sport yet its much harder to lose. We al- 
ways remind them that as long as you peddled 
hard and went for it without fear, winning is 
not everything. 

Rick Marceau, who still competes at age 47 
and travels from Ware, agrees. 

“We have a lot of talented young riders that 
I like to help in any way I can,’ said Marceau. 

Champagne said the team concept of Over- 
haul still comes down to family and he only 
wants people on his team who can contribute 
to that attitude: people like Victor Rodriguez 
of Chicopee and his son Dylan, 13. 

“Its a great atmosphere, said Rodriguez. 
“Although we race individually, we really still 
approach it as a team and help each other out. 
It’s also great I get to be on a team with my son’ 

Champagne said future goals of the team 
are taking on team competitions in Connecti- 
cut in 2018, and defending their Massachu- 
setts championship title. He also hopes to 
recruit new members from Connecticut and 
increase Overhaul's presence in the Northeast. 

For the 2017 title, Champagne thanked 
team sponsors from this season: GHP BMX, 
J&R Bicycles, Fly Racing, All About You A Sa- 
lon, and TM Design Solutions Inc. 
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rest will make up the Wright. Teams will play 
league opponents twice, along with one cross- 
over game from each team in the other league. 

The Berry Division will consist of familiar 
Division 3 foes Agawam, East Longmeadow, 
Longmeadow, Minnechaug, West Springfield 
and Westfield. The one big difference in sched- 
uling for these teams is a potentially heavy 
travel schedule. The Berry Division does not 
have any crossover games, which means only 
10 league games and finding 10 games some- 
where else. For most of those teams, it means 
finding competition elsewhere in the state in 
order to be ready for tournament play. 

In Agawams case, the Brownies will meet 
Wayland, Auburn, Grafton and Dover-Sher- 
born from the eastern side of the state. Min- 
nechaug will also see Auburn and Grafton, 
along with Oakmont and Groton-Dunstable. 

Hockey playoff seeding is determined by 
the Walker System. Berry games are valued 
at five points this season under the strength 
of schedule calculations. Fay teams are worth 
three points and Wright teams, two points. 
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Agawam Brownies winter varsity schedule 


Boys Basketball Tuesday, Feb. 6 Home Ludlow 7p.m. Thursday, Jan. 18 Race 4 (at Berkshire East) 5 p.m. 
Monday, Dec. 11 Away at South Hadley 7p.m. Friday, Feb. 9 Away at Belchertown 7p.m. Thursday, Jan. 25 Race 5 (at Berkshire East) 5 p.m. 
Wednesday, Dec. 13 Away at Westfield 7p.m. Tuesday, Feb. 13 Home south Hadley 7p.m. Thursday, Feb. 1 Race 6 (at Berkshire East) 5 p.m. 
Friday, Dec. 15 Home Sci-Tech 7p.m. Friday, Feb. 16 Away at Hampshire 7p.m. Tuesday, Feb. 6 Race 7 (at Berkshire East) 5 p.m. 
Tuesday, Dec. 19 Home Westfield 7pm. Tuesday, Feb. 13 PVIAC Race (at Berkshire East) 9 a.m. 
Wednesday, Dec.27 Home Commerce 6p.m. Ice Hockey 
Friday, Dec. 29 Away at Pope Francis 7p.m. Thursday, Dec. 7 Away at East Longmeadow 6:30p.m. Swimming 
Wednesday, Jan.3 Away at Holyoke 7p.m. Saturday, Dec. 9 Home West Springfield 8p.m. Tuesday, Dec. 12 Home Chicopee (at AJHS) 4 p.m. 
Friday, Jan. 5 Home East Longmeadow 7p.m. Wednesday, Dec. 13 Away at Dover-Sherborn 9:30 p.m. Friday, Dec. 15 Away at West Springfield 4 p.m. 
Tuesday, Jan. 9 Away at Longmeadow 7p.m. Saturday, Dec. 16 Away TBD 5p.m. Tuesday, Dec. 19 Away at Monson 4 p.m. 
Friday, Jan. 12 Home Amherst 7p.m. Saturday, Dec. 23 Away at Grafton 5:30 p.m. Thursday, Dec. 21 Home Central (at AJHS) 4 p.m. 
Monday, Jan. 15 Home Ludlow 7p.m. Saturday, Dec. 30 Home Westborough 2:30 p.m. Tuesday, Jan. 2 Away at Chicopee Comprehensive 4 p.m. 
Wednesday, Jan. 17 Away at Northampton 7p.m. Thursday, Jan. 4 Home Minnechaug 8:30 p.m. Friday, Jan. 5 Away at Westfield 4 p.m. 
Friday, Jan. 19 Home Chicopee Comprehensive 7 p.m. Saturday, Jan. 13 Home Westfield 4:30 p.m. Tuesday, Jan. 9 Away at Longmeadow 4 p.m. 
Thursday, Jan. 25 Home West Springfield 7 p.m. Wednesday, Jan. 17 Away at Westfield / p.m. Friday, Jan. 12 Home Northampton (at AJHS) 4 p.m. 
Monday, Jan. 29 Away at Sabis 7 p.m. Saturday, Jan. 20 Away at Amherst / p.m. Tuesday, Jan. 16 Home East Longmeadow (at AJHS) 4 p.m. 
Thursday, Feb. 1 Away atMinnechaug 7p.m. Thursday, Jan. 25 Away at Longmeadow 6:30 p.m. Friday, Jan. 19 Home Minnechaug (at AJHS) 4 p.m. 
Monday, Feb. 5 Away at Chicopee Comprehensive 7 p.m. Saturday, Jan. 27 Home East Longmeadow 8 p.m. Tuesday, Jan. 23 Away at Sci-Tech 4 p.m. 
Monday, Feb. 12 Away at West Springfield 7 p.m. Thursday, Feb. 1 Away at Minnechaug 8:30 p.m. Friday, Jan. 26 Away at Belchertown 4 p.m. 
Thursday, Feb. 15 Home  Sabis 7p.m. Saturday, Feb. 3 Home Auburn 2:30 p.m. , 
Tuesday, Feb.20 Home  Minnechaug 7 p.m. Thursday, Feb. 8 Home Longmeadow 8:30 p.m. Wrestling 

Saturday, Feb. 10 Home Chicopee 8p.m. Saturday, Dec. 9 Away at Cybercat Duals 
Girls Basketball Wednesday, Feb.14 Away at Chicopee Comprehensive TBD (at Sci-Tech) 10 a.m. 
Friday, Dec. 8 Home Westfield 7p.m. Friday, Feb. 16 Away at West Springfield 4p.m. Wednesday, Dec.13 Away at Holyoke 7 p.m. 
Tuesday, Dec. 12 Home East Longmeadow 7p.m. Saturday, Feb. 17 Away at Wayland 2:10p.m. Saturday, Dec. 16 Away at Guilford 10 a.m. 
Thursday, Dec. 14 Away at West Springfield 7p.m. Tuesday, Feb. 20 Away at Ludlow 8:30 p.m. Wednesday, Dec. 20 Away at Minnechaug 7p.m. 
Monday, Dec. 18 Home Central 7 p.m. Saturday, Dec. 23 Away at Enfield (Conn.) 10 a.m. 
Thursday, Dec.21. Away at Chicopee Comprehensive 7p.m. Indoor Track Thursday, Dec.28 Home Tomkiel Tournament 10 a.m. 
Friday, Dec. 29 Home Palmer 7p.m. Friday, Dec. 8 Week 1 Meet (at Smith College) 3:45 p.m. Wednesday, Jan. 3 Home Chicopee Comprehensive 7 p.m. 
Thursday, Jan. 4 Away at Monson 7p.m. — Friday, Dec. 15 Week 2 Meet (at Smith College) 3:45 p.m. Saturday, Jan. 6 Away at Nonnewaug (Conn.) 10 a.m. 
Monday, Jan. 8 Home Granby 7p.m. Friday, Jan. 5 Week 3 Meet (at Smith College) 3:45 p.m. Wednesday, Jan. 10 Away at Chicopee 7 p.m. 
Wednesday, Jan. 10 Home Minnechaug 7 p.m Friday, Jan. 12 Week 4 Meet (at Smith College) 6:45p.m. Saturday, Jan. 13 Away at Woburn Tournament 9 a.m. 
Friday, Jan. 12 Away at Northampton 8 p.m Friday, Jan. 26 Week 6 Meet (at Smith College) 3:45 p.m. Wednesday, Jan. 17 Home Central 7 p.m. 
Tuesday, Jan. 16 Away at Sabis 7 p.m Friday, Feb. 2 Week 7 Meet (at Smith College) 6:45p.m. Saturday, Jan. 20 Away at Central Tournament 7 a.m. 
Friday, Jan. 19 Away at Ludlow 7 p.m E Wednesday, Jan. 24 Away at Putnam 1 p.m. 
Tuesday, Jan. 23 Home Belchertown 7 p.m Skiing Saturday, Jan. 27 Away at Chicopee Comp Quads 10 a.m. 
Friday, Jan. 26 Away at South Hadley 7 p.m. Thursday, Jan. 4 Race 1 (at Berkshire East) 9 p.m. Wednesday, Jan. 31 Home West Springfield 7 p.m. 
Tuesday, Jan.30 Home Hampshire 7p.m, Tuesday, Jan. 9 Race 2 (at Berkshire East) 5p.m. Saturday, Feb. 3 Away at Marlborough Quads 9 a.m. 
Friday, Feb. 2 Away at Amherst 7 p.m Thursday, Jan. 11 Race 3 (at Berkshire East) 5p.m. Wednesday, Feb.7 Home Longmeadow 7 p.m. 
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and found the most convenient 
location, Baru said. “My original 
home was Agawam, so it’s really 
cool to be playing there’ 

The Sting are part of the Amer- 
ican Basketball Association, a 
step below the G League ( former- 
ly known as the NBA D-League). 
The team is made up of players 
from around the New England 
area, particularly Western Mas- 
sachusetts and Connecticut, who 
are out of college and looking 
to climb up the ranks to the G 
League or an international team. 

Baru said they don't scout too 
far away from home, because they 
want to have players who are al- 
ready known locally that fans 
have, or can build, connections 
with. Head Coach Brian Stasaitis 
does much of the scouting, visit- 
ing different colleges in the area. 
There is no league draft; all ABA 
teams are expected to do their 
own scouting and recruiting. 

Baru said there's no one on the 
team that lives more than about 
one hour away. The team also has 
open tryouts where interested 
players have the ability to walk on 
to the team. 

Among the local talent on this 
years team is center Charles Ok- 
wandu, who was a member of the 
University of Connecticut 2010- 
11 men’s national championship 
team. Okwandu, now in his sec- 
ond year with the Sting, is excited 
to have a team close to home to 
play on. 

“Tm glad that we have the 
Sting because most guys want 
something close to home. We all 
have kids and families. The Sting 
was there for us last year, he said. 
“Connecticut doesn't have a pro- 
fessional team and this is some- 
thing that people can come to 
the game and it’s going to provide 
the most fun possible. We have 
guys that can dunk the ball, shoot 
threes. It’s fun.’ 

Shooting guard Chris Martell 
was born and raised across the 
river in Springfield. After playing 
the two playoff games in Agawam, 


— 


he’s excited to fill the gym with 
hometown fans this year. 

“The first couple games felt dif- 
ferent because we hadnt played 
there. I enjoyed playing there. I 
like the bigger arena, more fans 
can come, it’s a great gym, Mar- 
tell said. 

The ABA game is slightly differ- 
ent from the NBA rules. Half-court 
shots can net a team four points 
instead of three, and if a team 
steals the ball in the opponent's 
back court, any shot made on that 
possession is worth an extra point. 

Players are paid on a per-game 
basis. Baru said he could not dis- 
close salary ranges. Contacts are 
for one year, so that players can 
move up to the G League or an 
international league between sea- 
sons if they have the opportunity. 

The team practices through- 
out the week, which can some- 
times be difficult balancing the 
players’ full-time work schedules. 

Tickets for the game cost $10, 
but throughout the season tickets 
can be purchased in advance of 
the game online for $8. Parking is 
free all year long and there are con- 
cessions available. Barus goal is to 
build a strong foundation so the 
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Sting schedule 





The Springfield Sting will play seven games at home and seven away over the next 
three months. The home games will be split between the gyms at Springfield Technical 
Community College, at 1 Armory Square in Springfield, and Agawam High School, 760 


Cooper St., Agawam. 


Saturday, Dec. 2 at Worcester 78s L, 160-140 
Saturday, Dec. 16 OuttaTowners New England (at STCC) 7 p.m. 
sunday, Dec. 17 at Outtalowners New England 6 p.m. 
Saturday, Dec. 30 Worcester 78s (at AHS) 7 p.m. 
Saturday, Jan. 6 at Worcester 78s ON: 
Saturday, Jan. 13 at Jersey Express 6 p.m. 
Sunday, Jan. 14 Worcester 78s (at STCC) 5 p.m. 
Saturday, Jan. 20 at Worcester 78s CONN 
sunday, Jan. 28 at New York Court Kingz 7 p.m. 
Saturday, Feb. 3 Jersey Express (at AHS) 7 p.m. 
Saturday, Feb. 10 Worcester 78s (at STCC) 7 p.m. 
Saturday, Feb. 17 Baltimore Hawks (at AHS) 7 p.m. 
Saturday, Feb.24 OuttaTowners New England (at AHS) 7 p.m. 
sunday, Feb. 25 at Outtalowners New England 7 p.m. 


team can be around for years to 
come. To do that, he knows he has 
to deliver affordable, quality enter- 
tainment and fun for fans across 
Western Massachusetts. 

“Tt starts with the quality of 
play, but we like to do a lot of con- 
tests throughout the game, get 
the fans involved, bring them on 
the court. It’s a fun, energetic at- 
mosphere. We do our best to keep 


it affordable,’ he said. “I want to 
market to the entire region, not 
just one city. I've always said that 
it’s ateam meant for all of Western 
Mass. If we want to stick around 
awhile, we can't market to literally 
one city. We want to remain intact 
for as long as we can and be here 
for years to come.’ 

Last year, the Sting played reg- 
ular season home games at the 


At far left, Chris 
Martell makes 
a pass during 

a Springfield 
Sting playoff 
game at the 
Agawam High 
School gym 
last March. 


Near left, 
Charles 
Okwandu goes 
for the layup 
as his Sting 
teammate 
Steve Samuels, 
left, and 

their playoff 
opponents, the 
New York Court 
Kingz, look 

on. SUBMITTED 
PHOTOS BY CODY 
STONE / SPRING- 
FIELD STING 


Basketball Hall of Fame in Spring- 
field. Baru said they averaged close 
to 200 people in attendance per 
game, with one sellout of 350. The 
two Agawam playoff games drew 
about 150 people per game, which 
Baru said was impacted by people 
not knowing they had switched lo- 
cations for the playoffs. 

This year, four home games 
will be played in Agawam and 
three will be played at Springfield 
Technical Community College. 
Baru said their goal is to try to get 
as close to 500 people per game 
as they can, which would fill the 
home venues each game night. 

The team rents the gym 
through the Parks and Recreation 
Department in town. The team 
operates and profits from the 
concessions. 

The Sting opened their season 
with a loss Saturday, Dec. 2, at 
Worcester. Their first home game 
in Agawam will be on Saturday, 
Dec. 30, at 7 p.m., hosting Worces- 
ter. They also will play at Agawam 
High School on three Saturdays in 
February. For more information 
on the team, latest results and 
to purchase tickets, visit www. 
spring fieldsting.com. 
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OUR CALENDAR SECTION is intended to promote free 
events, or those that directly affect a volunteer-driven or- 
ganization. Paid events that are not deemed benefits do 
not qualify. Non-charitable events that charge the public 
for profit are not allowed as we consider that paid adver- 
tising. The deadline to submit calendar items is Monday 
at noon. Send to the Agawam Advertiser News at aan@ 
turley.com, fax to 413-786-8457, or mail to Turley Pub- 
lications, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069. We usually 
print at least one week prior to an event. The listings 
should be brief with only time, date, location, activity ex- 
planation, and contact information. 


Saturday, Dec. 9 
HOLIDAY BAZAAR at Community Grange 382, 47 N. 
West St., Feeding Hills. Bake sale, gift items ornaments, 
wreaths and more. 


LIVING NATIVITY at the Church of Redemption, 50 Maple 
ot., Agawam from 4 to 7 p.m. Free of charge, Christ- 
mas carols, hot cocoa, cookies and animals alongside 
the manger. 


ANTIQUE AND MODERN FIREARMS SHOW today 9 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. and tomorrow 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.in the Young 
Building on the grounds of the Big E, 1305 Memorial 
Ave., West Springfield. $12 adults; children under 12, 
free with parent or guardian. 


Sunday, Dec. 10 
THE WEST SPRINGFIELD COIN CLUB will meet at 7 
p.m. at the Mittineague Congregational Church, 1840 
Westfield St., West Springfield. A special coin topic will 
be presented and discussed. Refreshments available. 
Guests welcome. For more information, call Peter Setian 
at 413-596-9871. 


Wednesday, Dec. 13 
THE ELM-BELCHER MASONIC LODGE, 53 River St., 
Agawam offers an all-you-can-eat spaghetti supper at 
a cost of $8 for adults, $4 for children. The public is 
welcome. 


NOONTIME CONCERT at South Congregational Church, 
45 Maple St., Springfield. Alan Schneider, tenor, and 
Larry Picard, organist and pianist, perform great opera 
arias and music for the holidays. Free will donation. 
For information, call 413-732-0117 or email Ipicard@ 
sococh.org. 


Saturday, Dec. 16 
BREAKFAST WITH SANTA at St. David’s Church, 699 
Springfield St., Feeding Hills from 9 to 11 a.m., will in- 
clude pancakes and sausage for all in attendance. Santa 
will be available for pictures with those that bring a cam- 
era. Free admission. 
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SOME THINGS NEVER GET OLD 


So no matter what the daily pa- 
pers are going through - our commu- 
nity newspapers continue to thrive with 
unique local content. A long-standing 
tradition we’re proud to hold on to. 


Whether it’s local calendars full of 
things to do, a press release about a 
promotion, school and town hall news or 
local businesses advertising their prod- 
ucts and services - community news- 
papers are the only medium to publish 
items that are important to you. 

As a publisher and printer for over 50 





Lunch Menu 

Monday, Dec. 11: Teriyaki chicken and vegetables 
over rice, apples. 

Tuesday, Dec. 12: Cheeseburger, lettuce and toma- 
to, tortellini with vegetable salad, pudding. 
Wednesday, Dec. 13: Vegetable orzo soup, Caesar 
salad topped with grilled chicken, peaches. 
Thursday, Dec. 14: Macaroni and cheese, stewed 
tomatoes, corn bread, mixed fruit. 

Friday, Dec. 15: Christmas luncheon — chicken 
francaise, mashed potatoes, vegetable blend, Christ- 
mas cheesecake ($6). 


Calendar of Events 
Monday through Thursday: 9 a.m. to 1 p.m., Good as 
New Christmas Tag Sale. 
Monday, Dec. 11: 8:15 a.m., weight training, yoga; 
9:30 a.m., line dancing; 11:30 a.m., Gentle Yoga; 1 
p.m., writing club, Bingo; 5:30 p.m., Zumba Gold. 
Tuesday, Dec. 12: 9 a.m., sewing class, exercise, 





Sunday, Dec. 17 
TRINITY CHAMBER SINGERS AND HANDBELL CHOIR 
concert at 4 p.m. in the Gothic Sanctuary of Trinity Unit- 
ed Methodist Church, 361 Sumner Ave., Springfield. 
Free admission. Reception will follow. 


Tuesday, Dec. 19 
THE AGAWAM CULTURAL COUNCIL will meet at 7 p.m. 
at the Agawam Public Library, 750 Cooper St., Agawam. 
The meeting is open to the public. There is no cost to 
join or serve. 


Wednesday, Dec. 20 
NOONTIME CONCERT at South Congregational Church, 
45 Maple St., Springfield. Kimberly Figueroa, flutist, and 
Larry Picard, organist and pianist, play music for the hol- 
idays. Free will donation. For information, call 413-732- 
0117 or email Ipicard@sococh.org. 


Friday, Jan. 5 
AGAWAM CULTURAL COUNCIL APPLAUSE SERIES CON- 
CERT by The September Girls at 7 p.m. at the Agawam 
senior Center, 954 Main St. Free and open to the public. 


ONGOING 
AGAWAM UNITED METHODIST CHURCH, 459 Mill St., 
Agawam, offers a free “Crochet Club” the first and 
third Tuesday of each month from 6:30 to 8 p.m. All 
are invited to join, including men and women and be- 
ginners to experienced crocheters. Drop-ins welcome. 
Hooks and yarn available if needed. For more informa- 


Agawam Senior Center 





open knitting group; 9:30 a.m., holiday chocolate 
pop making; 9:45 a.m., chair exercise; noon, ladies 
only billiards; 12:30 p.m., movie (“Miracle on 34th 
Street”), mah jongg; 1 p.m., Mexican Train Game; 
4 p.m., Disability Commission meeting; 4:30 p.m., 
yoga; 6 p.m., beginner line dance. 

Wednesday, Dec. 13: 8:15 a.m., weight training, 
yoga; 9:45 a.m., Gentle Yoga; 11:15 a.m., Tai Chi; 
12:30 p.m., bridge; 1 p.m., ballroom lessons, Scrab- 
ble; 5:30 p.m., Zumba Gold. 

Thursday, Dec. 14: 9 a.m., exercise; 9:30 a.m., quilt- 
ing; 10 a.m., line dancing; 12:15 p.m., Bridge; 12:30 
p.m., Mexican Train Game; 1 p.m., pitch, open art, free 
blood pressure screening with Nurse Sherry; 2 p.m., 
Melody Band practice; 4 p.m., yoga; 6:30 p.m., pitch. 

Friday, Dec. 15: 8:15 a.m., yoga; 9:15 a.m., 
Let’s Paint; 10 a.m., absolute beginner line dance; 
11:30 a.m., Christmas Luncheon, reservation re- 
quired ($6); noon, canasta; 1 p.m., pitch, cribbage: 
4 p.m., card games. 




















tion, call 413-786-7991. 


THE AGAWAM ST. PATRICK COMMITTEE meets the 
second Wednesday of each month, September through 
June, at 6:30 p.m. in the Peirce Conference Room at the 
Agawam Public Library, 750 Cooper St. For information 
on how to join, call Vera Conway at 413-786-3247 or 
email Rosemary Sandlin at rosemarysandlin@gmail.com. 


THE FARMERS’ MARKET AT STCC will be open for busi- 
ness each Wednesday from Sept. 6 through Dec. 13 
between Buildings 2 and 13. Vendors will offer goods 
for sale between 11:30 a.m. and 2 p.m. Free parking 
is available. 


ADULT DROP-IN SIT & KNIT meets at the Agawam Public 
Library at 750 Cooper St. Tuesdays from 1-3 p.m. Bring 
your sticks and join other knitters for creative time. No 
registration is required. 


GRANDPARENT’S PLAYGROUP Wednesdays, 9:30 a.m. 
to 11 a.m., at St. David's Church, 699 Springfield St., 
Feeding Hills. This free infant and toddler playgroup fea- 
tures music and movement, fostering children’s interac- 
tions and sharing skills. Open to all grandparents and 
their grandchildren. Follows school schedule. 


THE WESTFIELD WOMAN’S CLUB’s clubhouse is avail- 
able for rentals for wedding receptions, bridal showers, 
baby showers, graduation celebrations, and birthday and 
anniversary parties by the hour or the day. For more in- 


Army band 
giving free 
concert Sun. 


SPRINGFIELD  — Springfield 
Symphony Hall will be filled with the 
sounds of the holiday season as the 
Spirit of Springfield present a free hol- 
iday concert by the 215th Army Band 
of the Massachusetts Army National 
Guard at 2 p.m. Sunday, Dec. 10. Spon- 
sored by Trinity Health of New En- 
gland and Mercy Medical Center, the 
performance will include holiday fa- 
vorites as well as patriotic selections. 

Tickets for the free concert are 
available at Big Y supermarkets and at 
Mercy Medical Center's information 
desk, the security desk at 1350 Main 
St. in Springfield. 

For more information, visit spiri- 
tofspringfield.org or contact the Spir- 
it of Springfield at 413-733-3800 or 
staff@spiritofspringfield.org. 


formation, call Lilian at 413-568-2916. 


A BREAST CANCER AND MASTECTOMY SUPPORT 
GROUP meets the fourth Tuesday of each month from 6 
to 7:15 p.m. at 2 South Bridge Drive, Suite 1B, Agawam. 
Registration is required by calling 413-789-0200 or on- 
line at www.survivorjourneys.org. 


AN ALL CANCER SUPPORT GROUP meets the first Tues- 
day of each month from 6 to 7 p.m. at Sacred Heart 
Parish Center, 1061 Springfield St., Feeding Hills. Regis- 
tration is required by calling 413-789-0200 or online at 
WWw.survivorjourneys.org. 


A BEREAVEMENT SUPPORT GROUP meets the second 
Wednesday of each month at Heritage Woods Assisted 
Facility, 462 Main St., Agawam. Registration is required 
by calling 413-789-0200 or www.survivorjourneys.org. 


WIDOWED SUPPORT GROUP for anyone who has lost a 
spouse. Captain Charles Leonard House, 663 Main St., 
Agawam, the second Wednesday of the month, 1:30 
to 3:30 p.m. 


por 





years, Turley Publications, Inc. remains 
committed to our community news- 
papers and the towns and people we 
serve. 


Turley Â 
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the commercial rate, to $32.08. 

In a 6-4 vote, the council re- 
jected his proposal. Councilors 
George Bitzas, Paul Cavallo, Don- 
ald Rheault and Robert Rossi 
voted in the minority. Councilor 
Richard Theroux was not present. 

City Councilor Christopher 
Johnson, who made the motion to 
retain the 2017 split in the coming 
year, said he couldn't ignore how 
the gap between the two rates has 
grown in the past 20 years, from a 
difference of about $5 to the cur- 
rent almost $15 spread. 

“I am a small business own- 
er, Johnson said. “You cant be 
pro-business and continue to 
shift the burden onto commercial 
and industrial property owners. 
Its based 100 percent on politi- 
cal expediency and not on what's 
best for Agawam.’ 

Johnson, who served as the 
towns mayor in the 1990s, said 
an industrial tax rate of $22 — far 
below competing towns rates at 
the time, rather than just a dollar 
or two below, as today — was “one 
of the biggest selling points’ in at- 
tracting tenants to the industrial 
park when it opened. 

The four councilors who voted 
for the mayor's plan said they were 
looking out for residents, particu- 
larly those on fixed incomes. 

“I get it. I get the business 
pitch. But I don't think anybody 
here really gets the residents bit,’ 
said Rossi. He said businesses can 
always pass their increased ex- 
penses along to consumers: “Busi- 
nesses dont pay taxes. People do. 
The consumer is paying for that.’ 


Bitzas said he would always 
vote for the best possible deal for 
homeowners. He called the pro- 
posed increase in commercial tax- 
es “only a drop in the Pacific Ocean,’ 
compared to their overall tax bills. 

Frank Palange, owner of V&F 
Auto on Springfield Street and 
current president of the West of 
the River Chamber of Commerce, 
said councilors need to take into 
consideration all the other gov- 
ernment mandates increasing the 
cost of doing business. The state 
Legislature recently increased the 
minimum wage, Palange said, and 
looks ready to do so again soon. 
Businesses also recently received 
a letter informing them they will 
incur financial penalties for ev- 
ery employee of theirs on public 
health insurance plans. On top 
of that, the council had increased 
the residential-commercial split 
both of the past two years. 

“Theres not much more we 
can take, Palange said. “Youre go- 
ing to keep driving the businesses 
out. Please, put a little common 
sense and a little heart into your 
decision.’ 

Robin Wozniak, executive di- 
rector of the Chamber of Com- 
merce that serves Agawam and 
West Springfield, said 94 percent 
of her members are small busi- 
nesses, many of whom are strug- 
gling to stay afloat. 

Supporters of the mayor's pro- 
posal disagreed with the charac- 
terization of it as an anti-business 
move. 

“We are, in fact, very busi- 
ness-friendly, said Konieczny. “Our 
[proposed] commercial and indus- 
trial rate, $32.08, would still be the 
lowest rate of any of our surround- 


ing communities with a split rate’ 

Of the nearby towns with 
substantial commercial devel- 
opment, three have a single rate 
for all classes of property, East 
Longmeadow, Longmeadow and 
Southwick. Their single rates, in 
the upper teens and lower 20s, are 
all lower than Agawams split rate. 

Brian Halla, who spoke at the 
public hearing, said the town 
needs to stay competitive with 
the single-rate towns. He said 
hed like to see the gap between 
residential and commercial rates 
reduced, rather than increased, 
even though the mayor's proposal 
was going to mean more money 
out of his own pocket. 

“Tm solely a residential tax- 
payer, so that kind of shift is ben- 
eficial to me, Halla said. “But I 
dont think it’s beneficial for the 
future of Agawam.’ 

Corinne Wingard, also not a 
business owner, called the pro- 
posed wider split “shortsighted, at 
best.’ She said West Springfield is 
reducing its split, and Northamp- 
ton has adopted a single tax rate. 
Both cities “are giving a positive 
message to businesses, and we 
are not, Wingard said. 

Apart from councilors, nobody 
at the public hearing spoke in fa- 
vor of the wider split. 

The assessors office charac- 
terizes the current gap as a tax 
shift of 1.55; the mayor's proposal 
would have raised it to 1.58. Over 
the past 15 years, the shift has 
ranged from 1.35 in 2013 to 1.75 at 
its highest point, in fiscal 2009. Its 
recent low point was 1.48, three 
years ago, when Agawam had tax 
rates of $15.74 for residential and 
$28.29 for commercial. 
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Legals 


AGAWAM 
CONSERVATION 
COMMISSION 
LEGAL AD 

The Agawam 
Conservation Commission 
will meet on Thursday, 
December 14, 2017 at 
6:00 PM at the Agawam 
Public Library, 750 Cooper 
Street, Agawam, Mass. 
The purpose of this meet- 
ing will be to hear the 
Request for Determination 
of Applicability of Ace 
Precision, Inc. for proper- 
ty located on 1123 Suffield 
Street. 

By Order of 

Henry A. Kozloski, 
Chairman 
Agawam Conservation 
Commission 

12/07/17 


SUMMONS WITH 
NOTICE BY 
PUBLICATION: 
INDEX NO. 17-0111 
JOHN BUCHANAN, 
Plaintiff 
VS. 

YVONNE D. BUCHANAN 
Defendant 

THIS IS AN ACTION 
FOR DIVORCE, TO 
THE ABOVE NAMED 
DEFENDANT: 

YOU ARE HEARBY 
SUMMONED to appear 
in this action by serving 
a Notice of Appearance on 
plaintiff’s attorney with- 
in thirty (30) days after 
service of this summons is 
complete. In case you fail 
to appear, judgment will be 
taken against you by default 
for the relief demanded in the 
Summons With Notice filed 
herein. 

Dated: January 17, 2017. 

TO THE NAMED 
DEFENDANT, YVONNE D. 
BUCHANAN: The forego- 
ing summons is served upon 
you by publication pursuant 
to an Order of the Honorable 
James W. McCarthy, of the 
Supreme Court of the State 
of New York signed the 26th 
day of September, 2017 in 
Oswego, New York, and filed 
the 26th day of September 
of 2017 with the Summons 
With Notice in the office of 
the County Clerk of Oswego 
County, State of New York. 

THE OBJECT OF THIS 
ACTION: Absolute Divorce 
on the grounds of DRL 
Sec. 170(7), an irretrievable 
breakdown of the marriage 
and awarding the ancillary 
relief as follows: 

1. A Judgment divorcing 
the parties and dissolving the 
marital relationship which 
heretofore had existed. 


2. Granting each party the 
right to resume the use of any 
maiden name or other pre- 
marriage surname. 

3. Granting equal distri- 
bution of the marital prop- 
erty. 

4. Awarding Plaintiff such 
other and further relief as 
the court may seem just and 
proper. 

Mary A. Felasco, Esq., 
Felasco and Cuomo, PLLC, 
151 South First Street, 
Fulton, New York 13069. 
315-402-2390 

12/07, 12/14, 12/21/17 


REQUEST FOR QUOTE 

Agawam Senior High 

To replace the existing 
Simplex 5100 intercom and 
clock system with a new 
intercom and digital clock 
system using existing wiring, 
classroom speakers and wall 
mounted phones. 

To receive a copy of the 
RFQ e-mail Rclickstein@ 
agawamed.org Proposals 
will be accepted until 12:00 
P.M, EST on December 28, 
2017 at the Office of the 
Superintendent of Schools, 
1305 Springfield Street, Suite 
1, Feeding Hills, MA 01030. 
12/07/17 


NOTICE OF REVISED 
TIER CLASSIFICATION 
701-711 Main Street 
Agawam, Massachusetts 
RTN 1-19281 

A release of oil and/ 
or hazardous materials has 
occurred at this location, 
which is a disposal site as 
defined by M.G.L. c. 21E, 
§ 2 and the Massachusetts 
Contingency Plan, 310 
CMR 40.0000. To evaluate 
the release, a Phase I Initial 
Site Investigation was previ- 
ously performed pursuant to 
310 CMR 40.0480. The site 
has been classified as TIER 
II pursuant to 310 CMR 
40.0500. On September 13, 
2017, C.D.A. Roofing and 


Siding LLC filed a TIER 
II Classification Submittal 
with the Department of 
Environmental Protection 
(MassDEP). To obtain more 
information on this dispos- 
al site, please contact Jack 
Jemsek, LSP, at SWCA 
Environmental Consultants, 
15 Research Drive, Amherst 
MA, Tel. (413) 256-0202. 
The Tier Classification 
Submittal and the dispos- 
al site file can be viewed 
at MassDEP website using 
Release Tracking Number 
(RTN) 1-17220 at http:// 
public.dep.state.ma.us/ 
SearchableSites2/Search. 
aspx or at MassDEP’s 
Western Regional Office, 436 
Dwight Street, Springfield, 
MA 01103, Tel. (413) 784- 
1100. Additional public 
involvement opportunities 
are available under 310 CMR 
40.1403(9) and 310 CMR 
40.1404. 

12/07/17 


Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts 
The Trial Court 
Hampden Probate and 
Family Court 
50 State Street 
Springfield, MA 01103 
(413)748-7758 
Docket No. HD14P2088EA 
Kstate of: Lloyd A Waite 
Date of Death: 05/10/2014 
CITATION ON 
PETITION FOR 
ORDER OF COMPLETE 
SETTLEMENT 
A Petition for Order of 
Complete Settlement has 
been filed by: James C Gay 
of Nashville TN requesting 
that the court enter a for- 
mal Decree of Complete 
Settlement including the 
allowance of a final account 
and other such relief as may 
be requested in the Petition. 
You have the right to 
obtain a copy of the Petition 
from the Petitioner or at the 
Court. You have a right to 
object to this proceeding. To 


HOW TO SUBMIT 
LEGAL NOTICES 


All legal notices to be published in the Agawam 
Advertiser News should be sent directly to notices@ 
turley.com. Please indicate the newspapers and pub- 
lication date(s) for the notice(s) in the subject line of 
your email. For questions regarding coverage area, 
procedures or cost, please call Jamie Joslyn directly at 


413-283-8393 x216. 


Turley Publications, Inc. publishes 15 weekly 
newspapers throughout Western Massachusetts. 
Visit www.turley.com for more information. 


NOTICE 


ERRORS: Each advertiser is requested to check their advertisement 
the first time it appears. This paper will not be responsible for 
more than one corrected insertion, nor will be liable for any 
error in an advertisement to a greater extent than the cost of the 
space occupied by the item in the advertisement. 
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do so, you or your attorney 
must file a written appear- 
ance and objection at this 
Court before: 10:00 a.m. on 
12/26/2017. 

This is NOT a hear- 
ing date, but a deadline by 
which you must file a writ- 
ten appearance and objection 
if you object to this pro- 
ceeding. If you fail to file a 
timely written appearance 
and objection followed by 
an Affidavit of Objections 
within thirty (30) days of the 
return date, action may be 
taken without further notice 
to you. 

WITNESS, Hon. 
Barbara M Hyland,, First 
Justice of this Court. 

Date: November 28, 2017 
Suzanne T. Seguin 
Register of Probate 
12/07/17 


LEGAL NOTICE 
PUBLIC HEARING 
AGAWAM 
CITY COUNCIL 

The Agawam City 
Council will conduct a pub- 
lic hearing on Monday, 
December 18, 2017, at 
7:00 p.m., at the Roberta G. 
Doering School, 68 Main 
Street, Agawam, MA to con- 
sider the Petition certified 
by City Clerk on November 
2, 2017 as submitted by 
William Clark on October 
31, 2017. 

The Petition is avail- 
able for public inspection at 
the City Clerk’s Office, 36 
Main Street, Agawam, MA 
between the hours of 8:30am 
to 4:30pm, Monday through 
Friday. 

BY ORDER OF: 

James P. Cichetti 
President of the City Council 
11/30, 12/07/17 


Please check 
the accuracy of 
your legal notice 
prior to submis- 
sion (i.e., date, 
time, spelling). 

Also, be sure 


the requested 
publication date 
coincides with 
the purpose of the 
notice, or as the 
law demands. 
Thank you. 





PALMER OFFICE 


PART TIME STAFF WRITER 
SOUGHT FOR 
BELCHERTOWN & WILBRAHAM 


The Sentinel and The Wilbraham-Hampden Times, weekly 
community newspapers, are seeking a part time staff writer to 
report local news in Belchertown and Wilbraham. Applicants must 
be dependable, have a passion for community journalism, feature 
reporting, editing, social media; be able to cover evening meetings 
and meet strict deadlines. The successful candidate will maintain 
cultural, political, educational and municipal relationships within 
their respective territory. Photography skills and own camera a 
plus. This is a part-time position. We will consider less experienced 
applicants, but a journalism degree is desired. 


Three writing samples required with resume: 
Aimee Henderson, Editor 
24 Water Street, Palmer, MA 01069 
or email directly to ahenderson@turley.com 
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Advertise with 
the publication 
who supports your 
business all year long. 
Together we will 
make 2017 
the most fruitful 
holiday season 
for the communities 
we love! 


Local Newspapers. 
Local Businesses. 
Local Advertising. 
Local Prosperity. 


Let our loyal readers know 
you are open for business. 


Ask your Sales Representative 
to use our Open Sign in all 
your holiday advertising. 


A TURLEY PUBLICATION 
www.turley.com 
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Call us toll free 800.824.6548 





ANTIQUE (150+ YRS) Stained 
Glass church window (architectural 
style), 4.5”x5.5. 

Hanging Victorian square stained 
glass hall light, electrified, and more. 
Call 413-636-4179. 


ANTIQUE AND PERIOD CHAIRS 
- Restored with new woven seats — 
Many styles and weaves available. Call 
(413)267-9680 


COKE MACHINE Vendo for $.10 
bottles. Compressor not working. Parts 
only. $750 you transport 413-238- 
4299. 


MT. TOM SKI AREA signs. Orig- 
inal, iconic green and gold. 14 signs. 
Examples: Rain Policy, Ski Market 
Deliveries, Employee Parking. Prices 
and sizes vary. email: blythspirit002 @ 
hotmail.com 


FIREWOOD 


2 YEAR SEASONED OAK & 
Hardwoods. Cut, split, delivered. 2, 3, 
4 cord loads. R.T. Smart & Sons 
(413)267-3827 www.rtsmart- 
wood.com. 


2 YR. SEASONED HARDWOOD 
qualiity & volume guaranteed. Call S & 
K Lawn Care 800-607-5296 or 413- 
267-3100. $220/ cord plus delivery. 


WWALL SEASONED FIRE- 
WOOD!!! Over a cord guaranteed. 
Cut, Split, Prompt delivery. Call D & D 
Cordwood (413)348-4326. 


ALL SEASONED HARDWOOD 2 
yrs. Cut, Split, Del. Prompt Del. West- 
view Farms Creamery, LLC 413-246- 
1721, 413-245-1055. 


FIREWOOD 
Fresh cut & split $150.00 

Seasoned cut & split $200.00 

All hardwood. 

Tree length available 
*Also have seasoned softwood 
for outdoor boilers (Cheap). 
Quality & volumes guaranteed!! 
New England Forest Products 
(413)477-0083 


LOG LENGTH FIREWOOD for 
sale. 7-8 cords delivered. $700.00 
delivered locally. Pricing subject to 
change. Place your order today. We 
also purchase standing timber. 1-800- 
373-4500. www.woodbundles.com 


FLEA MARKET 


YANKEE FLEA MARKET 
1311 Park Street (Rt. 20) 
Palmer, MA 01069 
Over 150 vendors 
Over 10,000 Square feet 
6 days a week 
Tues-Sat 10-5, Sunday 11-5 
Open 7 days during Brimfield 
Antique Show 
Year round, all indoor 
Antiques, Collectibles, 
Household furnishings and more! 
Vendors Welcome, Apply within 
Always buying, 

Free estimates! 
(413)283-4910 
Free Parking 
Free Admission 


MISCELLANEOUS 


A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s 
largest senior living referral service. 
Contact our trusted, local experts to- 
day! Our service is FREE/no obliga- 
tion. CALL 1-800-417-0524 


COMCAST HI-SPEED INTER- 
NET $39.99/mo. (for 12 mos.) No term 
agreement. Fast Downloads! PLUS 
Ask About our Triple Play (TV- Voice- 
Internet) for $89.99/mo. (lock in 2 yrs.!) 
CALL 1-844-835-5117 


GOT KNEE PAIN? Back Pain? 
Shoulder Pain? Get a pain-relieving 
brace at little or NO cost to you. Medi- 
care Patients, Call Health Hotline Now! 
1-800-279-6038 


INVENTORS- FREE INFOR- 
MATION PACKAGE Have your 
product idea developed affordably by 
the Research & Development pros 
and presented to manufacturers. Call 
855-380-5976 for a free idea starter 
guide. Submit your idea for a free con- 
sultation. 


LIFE ALERT. 24/7. One press of 
a button sends help FAST! Medical, 
Fire, Burglar. Even if you can’t reach 
a phone! FREE brochure. CALL 800- 
457-1917 


LUNG CANCER? 60 Years Old? If 
so, you and your family may be entitled 
to a significant cash award. Call 800- 
364-0517 to learn more. No risk. No 
money out of pocket. 


MOBILEHELP, AMERICA’S PRE- 
MIER MOBILE MEDICAL ALERT 
SYSTEM. Whether you're Home or 
Away. For Safety and Peace of Mind. 
No Long Term Contracts! Free Bro- 
chure! Call Today! 1-844-892-1017 


PROMOTE YOUR PRODUCT, ser- 
vice or business to 1.7 million house- 
holds throughout New England. Reach 
4 million potential readers quickly and 
inexpensively with great results. Use 
the Buy New England Classified Ad 
Network by calling (413)283-8393, 
classifieds @turley.com. Do they work? 
You are reading one of our ads now!! 
Visit our website to see where your ads 
run communitypapersne.com 


SAFE STEP WALK-IN TUB #1 


Selling Walk-in tub in No. America. 
BBB Accredited. Arthritis Foundation 
Commendation. Therapeutic Jets. 
MicroSoothe Air Therapy System. 
Less that 4 Inch Step-In. Wide Door. 
Anti-Slip Floors. American Made. Call 
855-400-0439 for up to $1500. Off. 


SPECTRUM TRIPLE PLAY TV, 


Internet & Voice for $29.99/ea. 60 MB 
per second speed. No contract or com- 
mitment. We buy your existing contract 
up to $500.! 1-844-592-9018 


STOP STRUGGLING ON THE 


STAIRS. Give your life a lift with an 
ACORN STAIRLIFT! Call now for $250. 
OFF your stairlift purchase and FREE 
DVD & brochure! 1-844-286-0854 


HAMPDEN- LOOKING FOR 
someone to snowblow driveway and 
shovel 2 sidewalks. Please call 413- 
566-2990, 413-348-4166. 


WWI, WWII MILITARY items. 
American, German, Japanese. med- 
als, swords, uniforms, patches, hel- 
mets, photos, manuals, flight jackets, 
knives, boyonets. (413)885-2889 


WANTED TO BUY 


LEGO 
Highest prices paid, new and used parts 
and pieces, complete sets or entire col- 


lections. Call today 413-626-8603. 


Buying? 
Selling? 
Our 


Classifieds 


Get 
Results 





NEW ENGLAND ESTATE 
PICKERS IN THE OLD 
MONSON LANES BOWLING 
ALLEY. 

BUYING NOW! 

ALL ANTIQUES AND 
COLLECTIBLES 
COMPLETE ESTATES 
SETTLED! 
(413)267-3729 
TOP DOLLAR ON THE SPOT 
FOR ALL GOLD AND SILVER 
ITEMS, JEWELRY, COINS, 

SILVERWARE, ETC! 
Items to include: old adver- 
tising signs of all subject 
matters! Furniture, toys, 
trains, pedal cars, model car 
kits from the 70’s, old fishing 
items, military items, sports 
stuff, old paintings, books, 
coin operated Coca Cola 
pinball machines, etc. com- 
ic books, postcards, maga- 
zines, old letterman jackets, 
musical instruments, micro- 
scopes, binoculars, old bi- 
cycles, motorcycles, vintage 
automobiles! WE PURCHASE 
CONTENTS OF BARNS, 
GARAGES, ATTICS, BASE- 
MENTS! LET US DO THE 
WORK AND YOU GET PAID! 
SIMPLY BRING YOUR 
ITEMS IN FOR A FREE 
EVALUATION AND OR 
CASH OFFER! 
THURSDAY - SUNDAY 
10:00 - 5:00 
HONEST COURTEOUS 
SERVICE!!! 
64 MAIN ST. (RTE. 32), 
MONSON, MA 


WANTED- COSTUME JEWELRY, 
gold and silver, furs. Please call for 
more information or text (413)512- 
3714 


Find us online at 
www.newspapers.turley.com 








A CALL WE HAUL 
WE TAKE IT ALL 
WE LOAD IT ALL 
Lowest Rates, 
accumulations, junk, estates, 
attics, garages, appliances, 
basements, demo services 
10% disc. with this ad. 
All Major CC’s 
CALL NOW (413)531-1936 
acallwehaul @ gmail.com 


AB Hauling and 


atl į 
Rm Removal Service 





è 
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**ek**EX*A & B HOUSEHOLD 
REMOVAL SERVICE******* 
Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard 
debris. Barns, sheds, demolished. 
Swimming pools removed. Cheap- 
er than dumpster fees and we do all 
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured. 
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222- 

8868. 


57 YR OLD RETIRED ICU and 
homecare nurse looking to pro- 
vide PCA services. Private pay only. 
Belchertown areas. Call Cheryl 413- 
213-0607. 


ACE CHIMNEY SWEEPS Clean- 
ings, inspections, repairs, caps, liners, 
waterproofing, rebuilds. Gutterbrush 
installations. Local family owned some 
1986. HIC #118355. Fully insured. 
(413)547-8500 


ADAM QUENNEVILLE ROOF- 
ING, SIDING, WINDOWS: Shin- 
gle, Flat and Metal Roofs, Slate Roof 
Repairs, Roof and Siding Shampoo 
Service, Gutter Covers, decks and 
porches. Lifetime Vinyl Siding, Win- 
dows, Skylights & Sun Tunnels. Call 
(413)536-5955 


SNOWBLOWER & LAWNMOWER 
TUNE UP & REPAIR 


A&M TUNE-UPS 


Push Lawnmowers, Riding Mowers 
and Small Engine Repair. 
Work done at your home. 


Call Mike (413) 348-7967 





BILODEAU AND SON ROOFING. 
Established 1976. New re-roofs and 
repairs. Gutter cleanings and repairs. 
Licensed/ insured. Call (413)967- 
6679 


BOB ROBILLARD’S ODD JOB 
SERVICE Rubbish removal, attics, 
cellars, garages cleaned. Light moving. 
Gutters Cleaned. Call someone you 
know (413)537-5090 


BUYING STANDING TIMBER 
Logging and Land Clearing Licensed 
and Insured 

Contact Noah at 978-888-3799 


CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & refinishing 
- cane, fiber rush & splint - Classroom in- 
structor, 20+ years experience. Call Walt 
at (413)267-9680 for estimate. 


DRYWALL AND CEILINGS, plas- 
ter repair. Drywall hanging. Taping & 
complete finishing. All ceiling textures. 
Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487 


PAINT AND PAPER Over 25 years 
experience. References. Lic #086220. 
Please call Kevin 978-355-6864. 


SUNRISE HOME REPAIRS Fall 
Clean-ups, gutter cleaning, carpen- 
try, painting, property maintenance, 
after storm/tree cleanups. Small jobs 
welcome. Free estimates. (413)883- 
9033. 


WATER DAMAGE, DRYWALL, 
ceiling repair, complete finishing job. 
Fully insured. Call Ray (413)348- 
9832 


FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER 


QUABBIN & SUBURBAN — FRIDAY AT NOON 


MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069 


or call toll free: 800-824-6548 


CATEGORY: 


Base Price 
$26.50 


Base Price 
$28.50 


Base Price 
$30.50 


Base Price 
$27.00 


Base Price 
$29.00 


Base Price 
$31.00 


Base Price 
$26.00 


Base Price Base Price 
$27.50 $28.00 


Base Price 
$29.50 


Base Price 
$30.00 


Base Price Base Price 
$31.50 $32.00 





532.50 38.00 38.50 $34.00 
34.50 P3500 83550 36.0 

Name: Phone: 

Address: 

Town: State: Zip: 

Number of Weeks: X per week rate = $ 

Credit Card: [1 MasterCard VISA Discover Ly Cash Ly Check# 

Card #: Exp. Date CVV 

Amount of charge: Date: 


DEADLINES: 


HILLTOWNS — MONDAY AT NOON 





Quabbin ———— 


Village Hills 


Circulation: 


D 50,500 


Se 
sr 
HEB 
Hilltowns vam 


Circulation: 9,800 














Buy the Quabbin Village Hills or 
the Suburban Residential ZONE 
for $26.00 for 20 words plus 
50¢ for each additional word. 


NORTI 
BELCHERTOWN 
GRANBY 
fal BROOKFIELD 















H 


EAST 
BROOKFIELD 


BRIMFIELD 
STURBRIDGE 
WALES € HOLLAND 


Suburban 





Residential 
Circulation: 
59,000 


Add $10 for a second Zone 
or add $15 to run in 
ALL THREE ZONES. 
First ZONE base price Cs, icles 
Add a second ZONE __°10.00 ais 
Add a third ZONE ___ $5.00 re 
Subtotal oe 
x Number of Weeks 
TOTAL Enclosed 





OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK! 
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WE RENOVATE, SELL & PUR- 
CHASE (any condition) horse drawn 
vehicles such as sleighs, carriages, 
surreys, wagons, drs buggies, drive- 
able or lawn ornaments. Some fur- 
niture and other restoration services 
available. Reasonable prices. Quality 
workmanship. Call (413)213-0373 
for estimate and information. 
DEMERS & SONS 
BELCHERTOWN, MA 


APPLIANCES 


COLEMAN APPLIANCE SER- 
VICE Servicing all makes and mod- 
els of washers, dryers, refrigerators, 
stoves, dishwashers, air conditioners. 
Also dryer vent cleaning. (413)536- 
0034 


CHILD SERVICES 


*NEW STATE LAW. Anyone adver- 
tising caring of children must list a li- 
cense number to do so if they offer this 
service in their own home. 


COMPUTER 
SERVICES 


COMPUTERS SHOULDN’T BE 
frustrating or frightening. lIl come to 
you. Upgrades, troubleshooting, set- 
up, tutoring. Other electronics too. Call 
Monique (413)237-1035 


ELECTRICIAN 


BILL CAMERLIN- ADDITIONS, 
service changes, small jobs for home- 
owners, fire alarms. Fast, dependable, 
reasonable rates. Insured, free esti- 
mates E280333. 24 hour emergency 
service. (413)427-5862 


DEPENDABLE ELECTRICIAN, 
FRIENDLY service, installs deicing 
cables. Free estimates. Fully insured. 
Scott Winters electrician Lic. #13514-B 
Call (413)244-7096. 


JAMES FERRIS: LICENSE 
#E16303 Free estimates. Senior Dis- 
counts. Insured. 40 years experience. 
No job too small. Cell (413)330- 
3682 


RESIDENTIAL AND COMMER- 
CIAL service and repairs. Additions, 
service changes, generators, new 
builds, solar. 20 years experience. 
Michael Lacroix Lice #50096, HIC 
189281. Insured. Call 413-896-9619. 


GARAGE DOOR 
SERVICES 


MENARD GARAGE DOORS Au- 
thorized Raynor dealer specializing in 
the best quality and selection of insu- 
lated garage doors. Sales, Installation, 
service and repairs of residential and 
commercial garage doors and open- 
ers. Fully insured. Free estimates. Call 
(413)289-6550, (413)626-1978 
or www.menardgaragedoors.com 


HOME 
IMPROVEMENT 


C-D HOME IMPROVEMENT. 1 
Call for all your needs. Windows, sid- 
ing, roofs, additions, decks, baths, 
hardwood floors, painting. All work 
100% guaranteed. Licensed and in- 
sured. Call Bob (413)596-8807 Cell 
CS Lic. #97110, HIC Lic #162905 


CERAMIC TILE INSTALLATION 


Kitchen, bath, foyers. Referenc- 
es. Lic #086220. Please call Kevin 
(978)355-6864. 


DELREO HOME IMPROVEMENT 
for all your exterior home improve- 
ment needs. ROOFING, SIDING, 
WINDOWS, DOORS, DECKS & GUT- 
TERS. Extensive references available, 
Fully Licensed & Insured in MA. & CT. 
Call GARY DELCAMP @ 413-569- 
3733 


HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE- 
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram- 
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
textured ceilings, siding, additions. In- 
surance work. Fully insured. Free esti- 
mates. (413)246-2783 Ron. 


MCDC COMPLETE HOME 
IMPROVEMENT 
AND PAINTING, 

Lic #189004. 
Handyman service. 
Free estimates. 

All home remodel needs. 

Manny Cotto 413-505-4900 

mcottochd @ yahoo.com 


WATER DAMAGE 
_CALL JAY (413)436-5782- 
FOR REPAIRS 
COMPLETE DRYWALL 
SERVICE. FINISHING, 
PAINTING, CEILINGS 
(SMOOTH OR TEXTURED). 
40 YEARS EXPERIENCE. 
FULLY INSURED. 


INSTRUCTION 


TRUCK DRIVERS 
NEEDED 
A & B CDL CLASSES + BUS 
Chicopee, MA (413)592-1500 
UNITED TRACTOR TRAILER 
SCHOOL 
Unitedcdl.com 
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TURLEY PUBLICATIONS, INC. 


Purchase a photo that recently ran in 
one of our publications. 
Go to newspapers.turley.com/ 
photo-request 





COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE 


LANDSCAPING 


ž*xx AAA DEVENO LANDSCAP- 
ING*** Fall Clean-ups, Shrub trim- 
ming, weekly maintenance, bobcat 
service, new lawns, new landscaping, 
brick pavers, walks and patios. Free 
estimates. Residential/ Commercial 
(413)746-9065 


**ALL SEASON** Specializing in 
shrub trimming, pruning, design, deliv- 
eries, loader, backhoe, insured. Pro- 
fessional. Please call Bob (413)537- 
5789 (413)538-7954. 


*RICK 
BERGERON 
LAWN CARE, 
INC. 
Palmer, MA 


Fall Clean-ups 
Landscaping 
Hedge Trimming 
Loader and Backhoe 
Trucking 
Over 30 yrs. in business 
All Calls Returned 
413-283-3192 


PAINTING 


RETIRED GUY WILL paint an aver- 
age size room for $200. Quality work. 
References available. Dave 413-323- 
6858. 


PLUMBING 


GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING 
& HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & 
Replacement of fixtures, water heater 
installations, steam/HW boiler replace- 
ment. Kitchen & Bath remodeling. 30 
years experience. Fully insured. $10 
Gift Card With Work Performed. Call 
Greg (413)592-1505 


LINC’S PLUMBING 
LIC. #J27222 
Oil Burner Tune Ups 
“Tis the Season” 
Call LINC’S 
For Your Connection 
(413)668-5299 


ROOFING 


FREE ROOF INSPECTIONS. All 
types of roofing, shingle, flat and slate. 
Call Local Builders (413)626-5296. 
Complete roofing systems and repairs. 
Fully licensed and insured. MA CS 
#102453, CT Reg. 0615780. Lifetime 
warranty. Senior Discount. 24 hour 
service. 


SKY-TECH ROOFING, INC. 40 
years experience. Commercial, resi- 
dential. Insured. Shingles, single-ply 
systems. Tar/ gravel, slate repairs. 24 
hour Emergency Repairs. (413)348- 
9568, (413)204-4841. (413)536- 
3279 


SNOWPLOWING 


CHAMPAGNE LANDSCAPING 
Snow plowing, shoveling, snowblow- 
ing. Granby, Belchertown, South Had- 
ley area. Call Dan(413)682-4943 


DEVENO LANDSCAPING- 
SNOWPLOWING Parking lots, com- 
mercial property only. Agawam, Wilbra- 
ham, Hampden, Westfield, Southwick 
areas. 413-746-9065, 413-657- 
9293 Cell 


JJ BARBEAU LANDSCAPING 
Family run 
Reliable snowplowing 


Commercial/ Residential 
Fully insured 
Jason (413)330-7230 





TREE WORK 


ATEKS TREE- Honest, quality tree 
service. From pruning to house lot 
clearing. Fully insured. Free estimates. 
Firewood sales. (413)687-3220 


H & H TREE SERVICE Fully in- 
sured. 15 yrs experience climbing. 
Call Dave for additional services. 413- 
668-6560 day or night. 


AUTO 


$$$ AUTOS WANTED Top Dollar 
paid for your unwanted cars, trucks, 
vans, big and small, running or not. 
Call (413)534-5400 


AUTO FOR SALE 


98 DODGE RAM 1500, 183,000 
miles, 318 4x4. Runs good. Needs 
body work. $1,150. 413-477-1145. 


RETIRED RACING 
GREYHOUNDS AVAILABLE 
FOR ADOPTION 
SPAYED/NEUTERED, WORMED, 
SHOTS, HEARTWORM TESTED, 
TEETH CLEANED 





MAKE A FAST FRIEND! 


GREYHOUND OPTIONS INC. 
CALL MARY AT 413-566-3129 
OR CLAIRE AT 413-967-9088 
OR GO TO 
WWW.GREYHOUNDOPTIONS. 
ORG 
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SUNSHINE 


VILLAGE, 


Job Title: REGISTERED NURSE 
Hours: Monday through Friday, 20-30 hours 
week, hours between 9am-3pm 

Educational/ Requirements: Valid Nursing 
License. Driver’s License and vehicle to travel if 


Purpose of Position: Administer all medication 
(supervise any members who self-medicate), 
provide nursing services and medical treatment 
needed during the member’s participation in Day 
Habilitation Services. The nurse will provide 
direct care and training in all relevant areas, 

and must coordinate medical services with each 
member’s Primary Care Physician or medical 
clinic. Ensure 100% compliance with DMA, 
DDS, DPH, OSHA, and Agency Policies and 


Accepting applications at: 
75 Litwin Lane, Chicopee, MA 01020. 
Or send resume to careers@sunshine.us 

























SERVING 50 LOCAL COMMUNITIES 





HORSES 


HORSEBACK RIDING LESSONS 
offered year round at our state of the 
art facility. beginner to advanced. Ages 
4 years to adult. Boarding, sales and 
Leasing also available. Convenient lo- 
cation at Orion Farm in South Hadley 
(413)532-9753 www.orionfarm.net 


HORSEBACK RIDING LESSONS 
offered year round at our state of the 
art facility. beginner to advanced. Ages 
4 years to adult. Boarding, sales and 
Leasing also available. Convenient lo- 
cation at Orion Farm in South Hadley 
(413)532-9753 www.orionfarm.net 





DENTAL ASSISTANT WANTED 
Full time. Apply in person Steve J. Mc- 
Daniel, DDS, 534 Center Street, Lud- 
low 413-583-2070. 


PER-DIEM MAINT/HANDYMAN 


The Gardens of Wilbraham, an active 
adult condo community, has an op- 
portunity for a per-diem maintenance/ 
handyman. Must possess excellent 
people skills and be able to pass a 
background check. Interested candi- 
dates should send a resume to: Project 
Manager, The Gardens of Wilbraham, 
2 Lodge Lane, Wilbraham, MA 01095. 
E-mail: melissa @ thegardensofwilbra- 
ham.com. Fax: 413-596-5320 EOE 
Managed by Athena Health Care 
Systems 


COMMERCIAL 
RENTALS 


A LUXURY SALON 
& BOUTIQUE. 
Includes parking lot. Dust to dawn 
lightening and surveilance. Ex- 
cellent opportunituy. Welcome to 
a nice location. 413-583-2517 


Find it in our 
Classified 
section! 


Call us toll free 800.824.6548 








FOR RENT 


EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY 


ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, 
or discrimination because of race, 
color, religion, sex, handicap, familial 
status, or national origin, or intention to 
make any such preference, limitation, 
or discrimination.” We will not know- 
ingly accept any advertising for real 
estate which is in violation of the law. 
All persons are hereby informed that 
all dwellings advertised are available 
on an equal opportunity basis. 


FOR RENT 
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All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 
make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination. 


This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
Opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is 
1-800-927-9275. 





CHICOPEE/ FAIRVIEW ONE BR, 
like new, 2nd fl- 2 family, heat, HW, 
central air, $850, 1st, last 413-315- 
9848. 


LUDLOW- CENTRALLY LOCAT- 
ED Ranch, 5 RM, 2 BR, natural gas 
heat, central a/c, refrigerator, stove, 
dishwater, back porch and large park- 
ing area. Owner will provide yard work 
and snow cleaning. No Pets. $1,100/ 
mo plus utilities. First, last, security de- 
posit required. 413-583-3097, 413- 
583-6424. 


VACATION 
RENTALS 


WARM WEATHER IS Year Round 
In Aruba. The water is safe, and the 
dining is fantastic. Walk out to the 
beach. 3-Bedroom weeks available. 
Sleeps 8. Email: carolaction@ aol.com 
for more information. 





at 413-538-9020, ext. 331. 





Volunteer Opportunities Available with the 
WestMass ElderCare Long Term Care Ombudsman Program 


Help make a difference in the lives of the residents of area nursing 
and rest homes. The WestMass ElderCare Long Term Care 
Ombudsman Program is currently looking for volunteers to be 
part of our team of Ombudsmen. Our Nursing and Rest Homes 
are located in Chicopee, Holyoke and South Hadley. 


The Ombudsman Program has five major goals: |) To help 
residents live their lives with Dignity and Respect; 2) Receive, 
investigate and resolve complaints made by, or on behalf of 
residents; 3) Protect resident rights; 4) Provide education to nursing 
home staff, families of residents and general public; 5) Advocate for 
positive changes in the long term care system. 


As a volunteer in the Ombudsman Program you will receive 
training and supervision to become an effective resident advocate. 
Following this formal training, volunteer ombudsmen receive an 
assignment to one or more nursing facilities where they make 
weekly visits. Availability to attend monthly volunteer meetings is 
also a requirement of the position. 


To learn more about these volunteer opportunities contact the 
WestMass ElderCare Ombudsman Program Director, Elba Pires 
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playground includes a new climbing structure. SUBMITTED PHOTOS 


‘Tot lot’ now open at Perry Lane playground 


The reconstruction of the Perry 
Lane Park playground is now com- 
plete and the “tot lot” is being used 
by the Perry Lane Preschool, Early 
Childhood Center and the general 
public, Park and Recreation Director 
Christopher Sparks said this week. 

The park has two playgrounds, 
one for ages 2-5 and one for ages 
5-12. The playground structures for 
younger children were removed and 
replaced with a new “tot lot” climb- 
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ing structure, swings and spinning 
elements. The 5-12 playground has 
new swings and a new climbing el- 
ement. The original 5-12 climbing 
structure that was installed in 2000 
was reconditioned with new stairs, 
decks and railings, and all worn-out 
elements were replaced. The entire 
site now has poured-in-place rubber 
surfacing, replacing the wood chips 
that existed previously. 

The total cost for the new con- 
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SPRINGFIELD SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA 


Concert Sponsor 


Media Co-Sponsor 


Media Co-Sponsor 
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yground for 5- 
to 12-year-olds was reconditioned and underlaid with a new rubber surface. At right, the renovated 
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struction and renovations was 
$297,600, with funding coming 
from the Community Preserva- 
tion Act ($190,000), Berkshire 
Power Plant community account 
($42,000), Perry Lane Summer 
Camp ($41,600), and the Agawam 
Lions Club ($24,000). 

The Lions Clubs portion of the 
project came from public dona- 
tions and fundraisers over the past 
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year and a half, and exceeded the 
club's original “centennial project” 
goal of $10,000. The Lions project 
provided the impetus to replace 
the younger childrens playscape, 
which formerly included some 
equipment dating from the 1960s. 
Sparks said because of the cold 
weather, the town will not hold a 
“grand opening’ ribbon-cutting 
ceremony until sometime in 2018. 


Hadden 


03/01/29 - 12/10/16 


Our hearts still ache in sadness 


And secret tears still flow 


What it meant to lose you 


No one will ever know. 


We miss you Mom, 
Gramma and Gi-Gi. 


Our 
advertisers 
make this 
publication 
possible. 


Let them know 
you saw their 
ad in the 


Agawam 
Advertiser 
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Jud 
‘Realty 

parksquarerealty.com 
Helping 

you 

make 

the right 
MOVE - 

one 
‘Nevo HOME 
PSA, Realtor at a time 


Cell: 413-301-4614 
ToriDentonRealtor.com 


Serving MA & CT 
FJ toriellen.Denton 





St. David’s Church 


699 Springfield Street, Feeding Hills 


SATURDAY, DECEMBER 16th 
9 a.m. - ll a.m. 


Bring the family for a complimentary 
pancakes and sausage breakfast. There 
will be activities for the kids, stories read 
with Mrs. Claus, and a present for each child. 
Don’t forget to bring your camera to take 
your child’s/grandchild’s picture with Santa! 


For more information, please contact 


St. David’s at 413-786-6133. 


Saturday, Dec. 24th at 5 pm 





